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“Making Ourselves into a Menorah”
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With Hashem’s help we would like to present this installment
of Lessons in Likutay Torah.

The original text of the maamarim with  נקודותand punctuation is
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ִֵל ּקוּטֵיֵתוֹ רֵה
1

ִּדבורַׁהמ ְּת ִּחילַׁוְּ זֶהַׁמע ֲֵׂשהַׁה ְּמנו ָֹרה
'שתַׁ ְּבהעֲלו ְֹּת ָךַׁ ַׁדףַׁלבַׁעמודַׁד
ַׁ פ ָָר

“Making Ourselves into a Menorah”
In the beginning of the Parsha, Hashem describes the making of the
Menorah in the Mishkan. The Alter Rebbe learns that the Menorah
is a metaphor for the Jewish People, especially during the time of
Exile, and learns out lessons is our service of Hashem by “making
ourselves into a Menorah” similar to how the Menorah was made in
the Mishkan:

ַׁ ַׁ ִּמ ְּק ָשה,"וְּ זֶה ַׁמע ֲֵׂשה ַׁה ְּמנַׁ ַֹׁו ָרה
דַׁפ ְּרחָ ַׁה ִמ ְק ָׁשה
ִּ  ַׁע,ָה
ַׁ  ַׁעדַׁ ְּי ֵׂרכ.זָהָ ב
הִ וא ַּכ ַּמ ְר ֶאה ֲא ֶשר הֶ ְר ָׁאה ְי ֹה ָׁוה ֶאת מ ֶֹשה
ַׁ,שתֵׂ נו ַׁח
ַָׁ " ַׁ(פ ָָר.ֵּכן עָׁ ָׁשה ֶאת הַּ ְמנ ָֹׁרה
:)ד

“And this is how the
Menorah was made, [one
solid] piece of gold was
beaten [into this shape]. [All
of its components,] including
its base and its [ornamental]
flower designs were [made
from one piece of gold] beaten
[into the shape of a
Menorah.]” (Bamidbar 8:4)

ִּה ֵַׁׂנה ַׁ ְּמנו ַָֹׁרה ַׁ ְּנִּק ֵׂראת ְַּׁכנֶסֶ ת־
ַׁשת ַׁ ְּכלַׁל
ַׁ  ַׁ– ַׁ ֶש ִּהיַׁא ַׁ ְּקדו2י ְִּּש ָראֵׂ ל

Now, the Menorah is also a
reference to the level of
Malchus of Atzilus called
“Knesses Yisrael”3, which is

ַׁ ְַּׁבבִּ יקור,לִּישית
ִּ ַׁש
ְּ ַׁ ִּבסְּ עו ָדה,ַׁי"טַׁסִּ י ַָׁוןַׁתקנ"ה,ַׁ(נֶאֱ מר ְַּׁבש ָבתַׁפ ָָרשתַׁ ְּבהעֲלו ְֹּת ַָׁך1
.).ָב ֲעי ָָירהַׁלִּא ִּדי ְַּׁכ ֶש ָדר ַָׁב ֲעי ָָירהַׁלְּאָ ְּזנִּי
ַׁ .)ַׁב,ַׁתו ָֹרהַׁאוֹרַׁ ִּמ ֵַׁׂקץַׁלב.ַׁ ֶר ֶַׁמזַׁתקסז,ַׁ( ְּר ֵַׁׂאהַׁי ְּלקוַׁטַׁ ִּש ְּמע ֹו ִַּׁניַׁצְּ פ ְּנ ַָׁיה2
The term "Knesses Yisrael”- the “gathering of Yisrael (the Jewish
People)”, is a reference to the spiritual source of the entire Jewish People
on the level of Malchus of Atzilus. On that level all the Jewish souls are
united with each other and their connection to Hashem is fully revealed.
3
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.ִַּׁנשְַּׁמ ֹותַׁי ְִּּש ָראֵׂ ַׁל

the collective holiness of the
of all the Jewish souls. This is

ַׁ:4ֹארַׁ ִּב ְּמנו ַֹׁרתַׁזְּ כ ְּריָה
ַָׁ כ ְּמבו

This concept is expressed in
the prophecy of Zecharya
where he has a vision of a
Menorah (in the Haftora of this
week’s Parsha, Zecharya 4:1-6):

" ַּוי ָָׁׁשב הַּ ַּמלְ ָׁא ְך הַּ דֹבֵּ ר ִבי ַּויְעִ ֵּירנִי ְכ ִאיש
ֹאמר ֵּאלַּ י ָׁמה ַּא ָׁתה
ֶ  ַּוי:ֲֹא ֶשר יֵּעוֹר ִמ ְשנָׁתו
ר ֶֹאה ָׁוא ַֹּמר ָׁר ִא ִיתי וְ הִ נֵּה מְ נ ֹו ַּרת זָׁ הָׁ ב ֻּכ ָׁלה
ָֹׁאשה וְ ִשבְ עָׁ ה ֵּנר ֶֹתיהָׁ עָׁ לֶ יה
ָׁ ְוגֻּ ָׁלה עַּ ל ר
ִשבְ עָׁ ה וְ ִשבְ עָׁ ה מוצָׁ ק ֹות לַּ נֵּר ֹות ֲא ֶשר עַּ ל
 ו ְש ַּניִם זֵּ ִיתים עָׁ לֶ יהָׁ ֶאחָׁ ד מִ ימִ ין:ֹאשה
ָׁ ר
 וָׁ ַּאעַּ ן וָׁ אֹמַּ ר ֶאל:הַּ ֻּג ָׁלה וְ ֶאחָׁ ד עַּ ל ְשמֹאלָׁ ה
:הַּ ַּמלְ ָׁא ְך הַּ דֹבֵּ ר ִבי לֵּ אמֹר מָׁ ה ֵּא ֶלה ֲא ֹדנִי

“And the angel who was
speaking to me before returned
to me and woke me up like one
who wakes up from sleep. And
he said to me: “What do you
see?” I said: “I see a Menorah
of pure gold, with a bowl of oil
above it, with seven lamps on
it, with seven small pipes
carrying oil to each lamp on its
top. There are two olive trees
next to it, one to the right of the
bowl of oil and one to its left.”5

This is in contrast to how the souls of the Jewish People exist on the
various spiritual levels of Beria, Yetzira, and Asiya, where there is various
degrees of disconnect between the souls with each other and with their
source in Hashem. See Tanya chapter 2 at length for a similar explanation
of how Jewish souls exist in the world of Atzilus. [In Tanya chapter 2,
however, the explanation is in connection with the way that Jewish souls
exist in Chochma of Atzilus, however a similar situation exists in Malchus
of Atzilus (Knesses Yisrael), just on a somewhat lower level of Divine
revelation.]

))ַַׁׁא־וַׁ(הפְּ טָ ַׁרתַׁפ ָָר ָשתֵׂ נו,ַׁ(זְּכ ְּר ָיהַׁד4
5

The following is a picture giving an idea of what the vision was of: A
Menorah with a large bowl of oil suspended above it, with 49 small pipes
flowing from the bowl into the lamps of the Menorah, 7 small pipes to
each lamp of the Menorah. In addition, there were two olive trees next to
the bowl of oil, one on the right and one on the left:

4
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And I lifted up my voice and I
said to the angel who was
speaking to me saying: “What
are these, my master?”

:ֹאמר ֵּאלַּ י
ֶ  ַּוי,ַּויַּעַּ ן הַּ ַּמלְ ָׁא ְך הַּ דֹבֵּ ר ִבי
:תַׁ ַָׁמהַׁהֵׂ ָמהַׁ ֵּא ֶלה? וָׁ אֹמַּ ר
ַָׁ ְּהֲלוֹאַׁיָדע
ַׁ זֶה,ֹאמר ֵּאלַּ י לֵּ אמֹר
ֶ  ויען ַׁ ַּוי.ֹלא ֲא ֹדנִי
 ֹלא בְ חַּ יִל וְ ֹלא:ְּדברַׁה'ַׁ ֶאל זְ ֻּר ָׁבבֶ ל לֵּ אמֹר
". ִכי ִאם ְברוחִ י ָׁא ַּמר ה' צְ בָׁ אוֹת, ַּבְ כֹח

6

And the angel who was
speaking to me [before] asked
me: “Do you know what
these are?” And I said: “No,
my master.” And he lifted up
his voice and he said to me
saying: “This [vision of the
Menorah]
is
the
[representation of the] word of
Hashem to Zerubavel6 saying:
“Not with with an army or
physical strength [will you
succeed in building the Beis
Hamikdash], but with my
Spirit [that will convince the
king to personally support it’s
construction], says Hashem.”

Zerubavel was another name for Nechemya ben Chachalya, a great
Jewish sage who was an officer in the court of Koresh king of the Persians.
He was instrumental in the rebuilding of the Second Beis Hamikdash and
Yerushalayim.
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ַׁה ְּמנו ַָֹׁרה ַׁ ִּהיַׁא ַׁ" ְּד ַׁבר ַׁה'" ַׁ– ַׁהוַׁא
ַׁ"ַׁשמיִּם ַׁנעֲשַׁו
ָ '"ב ְּדבר ַׁה
ִּ ַׁ אֲ שֶַׁר
ַׁ ַׁה ְּמח ֶַׁיה ַׁ ַָׁכל,) ַׁו,ְּ(ת ִּה ִּלים ַׁלג
ַׁ ַׁ.הָ ע ֹולָמ ַֹׁות

The Menorah [in this vision]
is referred to as “the Word
of Hashem”. This also refers
to what it says in Tehilim
(33:6): “With the Word of
Hashem the heavens were
created,” which is the level of
Malchus of Atzilus, which is
Hashem’s revelation that
gives life to all the worlds.7

ֶַׁש ִּהיַׁא ַׁ ְּכנֶסֶ ת־י ְִּּש ָראֵׂ ל ַׁ– ַׁעַׁל ַׁשֵַׁׂם
ֶַׁש ְַּׁמכנ ֶֶַׁסתַׁ ְּבת ֹוכָה ְַּׁב ִּחינתַׁאֱ ל ֹהוַׁת
ַׁהנ ְִּּק ָרא ַׁ'י ְִּּש ָר ֵַׁׂאל' ַׁ– ַׁ'סוֹבֵׂ ב ַׁ ָכל
ַׁ:)ַׁכ,ַֹׁשכָתובַׁ(וי ְִּּשלַׁחַׁלג
ֶ ַׁ ְּכמו,'עָ ְּל ִּמין
ַׁ ַׁ.""וי ְִּּק ָראַׁלוַֹׁאֵׂ לַׁאֱ ל ֹהֵׂ יַׁי ְִּּש ָראֵׂ ל

This level also corresponds
to
‘Knesses
Yisrael’
(gathering of
Yisrael),
which is called by this name
because it ‘gathers’ inside
itself the revelation of
Hashem which is called
‘Yisrael’, which is the level
of
Ze’eir
Anpin
that
‘Surrounds (transcends) all
the created worlds’, as it is
written (Bereshis 33:20):
“And he (Yaakov) called
Him (Hashem), G-d, who is
the G-d of Yisrael”.

We see that Hashem associated His Name with Yisrael (G-d of
Yisrael), and this is a reference to the revelation of Hashem called
‘Ze’eir Anpin’, which is the set of emotional attributes of Atzilus.
These “surround” all worlds in the same way that a person’s speech
and action are motivated by his emotions, thus the emotions
‘encompass’ his speech and actions. This is in contrast to Malchus
of Atzilus, which is the creative power that is directly involved in
Malchus of Atzilus has two aspects, the “outer” aspect is how is is
Hashem’s “speech” that creates all the worlds, and its “inner” aspect is
how it contains all the Jewish souls.
7

6
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creating all the worlds, like a person’s speech and actions that
expresses the person’s intellect and emotions.8
This is why Malchus is called Knesses Yisrael, since it ‘contains’ in
itself all the revelation of Hashem from the level of Ze’eir Anpin
and uses that to create the worlds, just like a person’s speech and
actions contain in them all the emotions and feelings that motivated
them in the first place.

ַׁ,וְּ ִּהיַׁא ַׁכ ֹו ֶל ֶַׁלת ַׁ ַָׁכל ַׁהנ ְָּשמ ַֹׁות
ִַּׁמ ְּגד ֹו ֵׂלַׁי ַׁהצ ִּד ִּיקים ַׁוְּ עַׁד ַׁ ְּפחותֵַׁׂי
ַׁ .עֵׂ ֶר ְַּׁך

This level (of Malchus of
Atzilus) includes in itself all
the Jewish souls, from the
greatest of the righteous
until the lowest of spiritual
stature.

ַׁ ַׁ" ֶַׁאל:)וְּ על ַׁכֵׂן ְַּׁכ ִּתיב ַׁ(זְּכ ְּר ַָׁיה ַׁשַָׁם
ַׁ ַׁ–ַׁ"זְּ רו ָב ֶַׁבל

Therefore it is written (in
Zecharya quoted above):
“This is the Word of Hashem
to Zerubavel”, since the
message of Hashem expressed
in the vision of the Menorah is
not only to the person
Zerubavel, Nechemya who
helped build the Second Beis
Hamikdash, who was called
ַׁב ָבבֶ ל
ְּ זָרוע-בל
ֶַׁ זְּ רו ָב- Planted in
Bavel (exile), but also to every
Jew in Exile who is confused,

ַׁ, ַׁט ַֹׁוב ַׁעִַּׁם ַׁ ַׁרע,אָ ַָׁדם ַׁה ְּמבול ְַָּׁבל
ַׁ,ַׁבהֵׂ מָ ה"ַׁ( ִּי ְּר ְּמיָהַׁלא
ְּ "זֶרעַׁאָ ָדםַׁוְּ זֶרע

who is בל
ַָׁ ְּ ַׁזֶרע ַׁה ְּמבול-בל
ֶַׁ זְּ רו ָבa confused person, mixed up
between good and bad,

8

However, specifically the emotions are more closely invested in the
person’s thought, speech, and deed, more than the intellect, which is more
removed from expression. This is why Ze’eir Anpin, the ‘emotions’ of
Atzilus ‘encompass’ the creation of worlds, whereas Chochma and Bina
are a step removed from direct interaction of worlds, even from
‘encompassing’ them.
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ַׁ,)כו
ַׁ

referred to in Yirmiya (31:26)
as “Children of men (human
moral
tendencies)
and
children
of
animals
(animalistic tendencies),”

ַׁ,9"ש" ֵַׁׂמ ִּשים ַׁעצְּ מ ֹו ִַּׁכבְּ הֵׂ ַָׁמה
ֶַׁ
ַׁ .10"יחהַׁנ ַָָׁאה
ַָׁ ש" ְּמהל ְֵּׂךַׁאחַׁרַׁ ִּש
ֶַׁ

meaning that he makes
himself like an animal, that
he follows his natural desires
in going after idle chatter or
more coarse desires.11

ַׁ ַׁ"וְּ ֶזה:וְּ עַׁל ַׁ ֶַׁזה ַׁאָ ַׁמר ַׁהכָתוַׁב
ַׁמע ֲֵׂשה ַׁה ְּמנַׁ ַֹׁו ָרה" ַׁ– ַׁ ִַּׁמי ַׁ ֶשר ֹו ֶַׁצה
ַׁ ַׁוְּ לעֲש ַֹׁות,ַׁרע
ַׁ ָל ֵׂצאַׁת ַׁ ִּמ ְּב ִּחינת
ֲַׁשה ַׁכ ֵׂס ֶַׁדר
ֶַׁ עצְּ מ ֹו ַׁ" ְּמנו ַָֹׁרה" ַׁיע
ַׁ ַׁ:ה ֶזַׁה

Regarding this person the
verse says: “And this is how
the Menorah was made”
meaning that someone who
wants leave his unholy
tendencies and make himself
into a “Menorah” (something
that shines Divine Light), he
should fulfill the following
process (hinted to in the
continuation of the verse):

ַׁ ַׁ ֶש ִּמ ְּת ִּח ַָׁלה ַׁהָ ַָׁיה ַׁ ִּכ ַָׁכר:"" ִּמ ְּק ָשה
ַׁשת ַׁשֶַׁל
ֶַׁ ֶ ַׁ"ע:ש"י
ִַּׁ  ַׁו ֵַׁׂפ ֵׂירש ַׁר,עָ ג ַֹׁול
ַׁומ ִּקיש ְַּׁבקו ְּר ַָׁנס,ְּתה
ַָׁ ָהבַׁהָ י
ַָׁ ִּכ ַׁכרַׁז

First stage of the process: he
should be “beaten”: The
Menorah started out as a
round solid block of gold,
like Rashi explains: “It was a

.)ַׁובְּ ר ִּש"יַׁובתוֹסְּ פוֹת.ַׁב,ַׁ ְּ(ראֵׂ ה ְַּׁבכ ַֹׁור ֹותַׁמד9
ַַׁׁכו)ַׁ– ַׁ ִּאםַׁמֵׂ ִּשים ַׁאָ ָדם ַׁעצְּ מ ַֹׁוַׁ ְּכעיִּרַׁזֶה,ַׁ"עִ יר ִסיחֹןַׁ(ב ִּמ ְּד ָברַׁכא:ַׁבַׁוְּ ר ִּש"י,אַׁב ְּת ָראַׁעח
ָ ָ ַׁ( ָבב10
ַׁש
ַׁ ֵַׁׂכח)ַׁ ֵׂתצֵׂאַׁא,ֶש ְּמהל ְֵַּׁׂךַׁאחר ַׁסִּ יחָ הַׁנָאָ ה ַׁמהַׁ ְּכ ִּתיבַׁאחֲ ָריו?ַׁ ִּ'כי אֵ ש יָצְ אָ ה מֵ חֶ ְשבּ וֹן וְ ג ֹו"ַׁ( ָשם
ַַׁׁ'אָ כְ לָה עָ ר מוֹאָ ב'ַׁ( ָשם)ַׁזֶהַׁה ְּמהל ְֵַּׁׂךַׁאחרַׁיִּצְּ ר ַֹׁוַׁ ְּכע ִּיר.ַׁ.ִּמ ְּמח ְּשבִּ יןַׁוְּ תֹאכלַׁאֶ תַׁ ֶשאֵׂ ינָןַׁ ְּמח ְּשבִּ ין
ַׁ .)"[ש ִּמ ְּתפ ֶתהַׁ ְּביִּצְּ ר ַֹׁוַׁובְּ ִּדבְּ ֵׂריַׁהָ אֶ ִּפיקו ְֹּרסִּ יםַׁוְּ אֵׂ ינ ַֹׁוַׁמו ֵֹׂשלַׁ ְּביִּצְּ ר ֹו]ַׁ ֶש ְּמהל ְֵַּׁׂךַׁאחרַׁסִּ יחָ הַׁנָאָ ה
ֶ ַׁזֶה
The passage .""מהַ לְֵּך אַ חַ ר ִׂשיחָ ה נָאָ ה
ְּ  שcan be translated as referring to idle
chatter,  ִׂשיחָ הmeaning speech, or like the meaning in the original context
of this passage, describing a donkey that likes to go after a female donkey
which is called a סִׂ יחָ ה. Thus, this phrase has a double implication.
11

8

9

LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH

ַׁ ַׁ".יה
ַָׁ בָר
ֶ ֵׂשטַׁא
ֵַׁׂ לְּפ

solid block of gold, and the
craftsman would strike it
with a hammer to shape it
properly into branches and
other components, but it was
not made from separate pieces
welded together.”

ַָׁהב
ַָׁ וְּ עלַׁי ְֵּׂדיַׁהכָאַׁתַׁהקו ְּר ַָׁנסַׁיו ֵַֹׁׂרדַׁז
ַׁעֶ ְּלי ַֹׁון ַׁלְּמ ַָׁטה ַׁוְּ ת ְּחת ַֹׁון ַׁע ֹו ֶלה
ַָׁהב
ַָׁ  ַׁעַׁד ַׁ ֶש ִּנ ְּתעָ ֵַׁׂרב ַׁ ַָׁכל ַׁהז,לְּמעְּ ַָׁלה
ַׁ .ו ִּמ ְּתב ֵַׁׂטלַׁ ִּמצו ָרתָ הַׁהָ ִּראש ַֹׁון

Through the blows of the
hammer the gold at the top
of the block of gold would be
shifted down to the bottom,
and the gold at the bottom
would be shifted to the top,
until all the parts of the gold
were mixed together, and it
lost its original shape, and
gained a new shape of a
Menorah.

ֲַׁשהַׁהָ אָ ַָׁדםַׁ ְּבעצְּ מוַֹׁ–ַׁלְּש ֵַׁׂבר
ֶַׁ ֵַׁׂכןַׁיע
ַׁ,תם
ַָׁ ה ִּמד ַֹׁות ַׁ ֶשי ְִּּתב ְּטלו ִַּׁמצו ָר
ַׁ ַׁ"ב ֵַׁׂטל ַׁ ְּרצ ֹונ ְָּך ִַּׁמ ְּפ ֵַׁׂני:12ְּכמאֲ ַָׁמר
ַׁ ַׁ,"ְּרצוֹנ ַֹׁו

This is what a person should
do to himself: He should
break his natural tendencies
until they lose their original
form, like it says (Avos 2:4):
“Nullify your will before His
(Hashem’s) Will,”

ַׁו ַׁמה ַׁשֶַׁ ְּלמעְּ ַָׁלה ַׁי ְִּּה ֶַׁיה ַׁלְּמ ַָׁטה
ַׁ .ַׁוְּ דיַׁל ֵַׁׂמבִּ ין.וְּ י ְִּּתעָ ֵַׁׂרב

and what he originally put as
his top priority (his physical
desires and needs) he should
put at the bottom of the
priority list (and put fulfilling
Hashem’s Will as the top
priority), and then he will
come to the proper balance,
this is something you can
.)ַׁד,ַׁ(אָ ב ַֹׁותַׁב12
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figure out in own personal
life.

ַׁ–ַׁ "ָהב
ַָׁ וְּ אחֲ ֵׂריַׁזֶהַׁאָ ַׁמר ַׁהכָתוַׁב ַׁ"ז
ַׁ ַׁ:ָהבַׁ ֶשהוַׁאַׁי ְִּּר ַָׁאה
ַָׁ יָב ַֹׁואַׁ ִּלבְּ ִּחינַׁתַׁז

Second stage of the process:
After this the verse says that
the Menorah was made of
“gold”, meaning that he
should come to the spiritual
level corresponding to gold,
which is the fear of Hashem.

ַׁ ַׁ ִּמלְּש ַֹׁון,ִַּׁכי ַׁ ֶכ ֶַׁסף ַׁהוַׁא ַׁאהֲ ַָׁבה
ַֹׁסף
ֵַׁׂ  ַׁ ֶשכו,) ַׁג,"נִּכְּ סְּ פָה" ַׁ ְּ(ת ִּה ִּלים ַׁפד
ַׁ ַׁ"לֵׂאוֹר ְַּׁבא ֹור,ִּל ָד ֵַׁׂבק ַׁ ְּב ָש ְּרש ַֹׁו
ַׁ ַׁוְּ זֶהו ַׁנ ְִּּק ָרא.) ַׁל,הח ִּיים" ַׁ( ִּאי ַֹׁוב ַׁלג
ַַׁׁת ִּמיד
ָ 'אהֲ ַָׁבה ַׁ ְּמסו ֶת ֶַׁרת' ַׁ ֶשיֵׂש
ַׁ ְכמוֹ ֶשנ ְִת ָׁב ֵּאר.אל
ֵַׁׂ ְּב ֵַׁׂלבַׁ ַָׁכלַׁ ִּאישַׁי ְִּּש ָר
ַׁ ַׁ;ְב ָׁמקוֹ ם ַּא ֵּחר

Silver
spiritually
corresponds to love of
Hashem, as in the wording of
the verse (Tehilim 84:3) “My
soul נִ כְ ְספָ ה-yearned for
Hashem,” (the word נִּ כְּ ְּספָ הyearning sharing the same
letters as סף
ֶַׁ  ֶכ-silver) that his
soul yearns to attach to its
source, (Iyov 33:30): “To be
illuminated with the Light of
Life.” This is called ‘the
hidden love’ for Hashem
that exists constantly in the
heart of every Jew. (As is
explained elsewhere.)

ַׁ"מצָפוֹןַׁזָהָ ב
ִּ ַׁ –ַׁוְּ ז ָָהַׁב ַׁנ ְִּּק ָראַׁ ִּי ְּר ַָׁאה
ַׁ,ַׁ"ַׁ ִּ(אי ֹובַׁלז: ַּה נו ָֹׁרא הוֹד-יֶאֱ תֶ ה עַּ ל ֱאל ֹו
ַׁ.)כב

And
gold
spiritually
corresponds to fear of
Hashem, like it says (Iyov
37:22) “Gold is hidden away
for
those
that
bring
themselves to serve Hashem,
and put their faith upon G-d
who
is
awesome
and
majestic.” (See commentary of
Rashi on this verse.)

10
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We see that the verse connects the creation of gold to the
awesomeness of Hashem, which brings to a fear of Hashem.

ְּ וְּ ָל ֶַׁזה ַׁצ ִָּר
ַׁיך ִַּׁה ְּתב ֹונְּנוַׁת ַׁ ִּבגְּ דו ַׁלת
ְּ ֵׂ ַׁא,אֵׂ ין־סוֹף ַׁבָרו ְּך־הוא
ַׁיך ַׁהוַׁא
ַַׁׁ ְַּׁו"כ ַֹׁו ַָׁלאַׁק ֵׂמיה,'' ְּממלֵׂאַׁכָלַׁעָ ְּל ִּמין
ַׁ ַׁ,"ְּכ ַָׁלאַׁחָ ִּשיב
ַׁ

This (attaining fear of
Hashem) requires reflection
upon the greatness of
Hashem who is Infinite, how
He ‘fills (permeates) all
worlds’ and ‘compared to
Him everything is like totally
unimportant’.

ִַּׁיראַׁוְּ י ְִּּתבו ֵֹׂשש ִַּׁמ ְּגדו ַׁלתַׁאֵׂ ין־ס ֹוף
ַָׁ י
ְּ
ַׁ .בָרוך־הוא

When he thinks about this, he
will have awe and shame
before the greatness of
Hashem who is Infinite.

ַׁוְּ על ַׁכֵׂן ִַּׁת ְַּׁקנו ַׁלָנו ַׁאנְּשֵַׁׂי ַׁ ְּכנ ֶֶַׁסת
ַׁה ְּגד ֹו ַָׁלה ַׁה ְּתפִּ ַָׁלה ַׁעִַּׁם ַׁ ְּפסו ֵַׁׂקי
ַׁ.ְּדזִּ ְּמ ָרה

It is for this purpose that the
Men of Great Assembly13
established the order of the
prayers together with the
‘Pesukei Dezimra-Verses of
Praise’ that we say at the
beginning of the prayers.

ְּ ְּיתא ַׁאֵׂ ין ַׁצ ִָּר
ַׁיך ִַּׁכי ִַּׁאם
ַָׁ ו ִּמ ְּדאוֹרי
ַׁ .ְּק ִּריאת־ ְּשמעַׁו ְּמעַׁטַׁ ְּתפִּ ַָׁלה

ַׁ ַׁ ֶש ַׁל ֹא ַׁהָ יו,ש־ ִּראש ַֹׁון
ַׁ ְּכמ ֹו ְַּׁב ִּמ ְּקד
ַׁלְּפי ַׁ ֶשהָ ַָׁיה ַׁ ִּשכְּ ָלַׁם
ִַּׁ ַׁ ,ִּמ ְּתפ ְּל ִּלין
ַׁ, ַׁ ַָׁכל ַׁהי ַֹׁום14ב ִָּהיר ַׁב ְּשחָ ִּקים

According to the minimal
requirement of the Torah a
person only needs to say the
Shema and some personal
requests,
like in the time of the first
Beis Hamikdash, that they
did not recite all the prayers
that we do, because their

13

The greatest of the Sages at the beginning of the Second Beis
Hamikdash.

.)" " ָראוַַׁׁאוֹרַׁ ָב ִּהירַׁהואַׁב ְּשחָ ִּקים:ַׁכא,ַׁ(על ִַּׁפיַׁ ִּאיוֹבַׁלז14
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ִַּׁל ְּרא ַֹׁות ַׁולְּהָ בִּ ין ַׁ ְּפלָא ַֹׁות ַׁאֵׂ ין־ס ֹוף
ַׁ .בָרו ְּך־הוא

mind was clear as the
heavens all day long, to be
able to see intellectually and
understand
about
the
wonderous truth of the
Infinite Hashem.

ַׁאֲ ַָׁבל ַׁאנְּשֵַׁׂי ַׁ ְּכנ ֶֶַׁסת ַׁה ְּגד ֹו ַָׁלה
ַַׁׁש ִּנ ְּתמ ֵַׁׂעט
ֶ ַׁ ָראו,ִּב ְּת ִּח ַׁלתַׁב ִַּׁית־ ֵׂש ִַּׁני
ַַׁׁוְּ נ ְִּּתקָ ְּרבוַׁה ְּלבָ ב ַֹׁותַׁ ֶַׁאל,ה ִּשכְּ ִּל ִַּׁיים
ַׁ ַׁ,ֹמרַׁ ִּל ְּרא ַֹׁותַׁהגֶשֶַׁםַׁלְּ ַָׁבד
ֶַׁ החו
ַׁ

But the Men of the Great
Assembly (who lived in the
time of the beginning of the
Second Beis Hamikdash)
saw that people’s intellectual
powers decreased, and their
hearts became more bound
up with physicality, to only
be aware of the physical
existence,

ַָׁהם ַׁה ְּתפִּ ַָׁלה
ֶַׁ על ַׁכֵׂן ִַּׁת ְַּׁקנו ַׁל
ַׁחי
ֵַׁׂ ְַּׁ ֶשכולָהַׁסִּ פו ֵַׁׂריַׁ ִּשב,ַׁיה
ָ ֶובִּ ְּרכוֹת
ַׁאֱ ל ִֹּהים ַׁ ְּפעָ ִּמים ַׁה ְּר ֵַׁׂבה ַׁ– ַׁ ֶשי ִּגיע
ַׁ .ל ְִּּמ ַׁדתַׁ ִּי ְּר ַָׁאה

therefore, they established
the order of the prayers and
blessings, all of which are
recounting the praises of
Hashem many times over,
until a person will come to
fear Hashem.

ַׁ,(שירַׁה ִּש ִּיריםַׁג
ִּ ַׁ15"ידתוַֹׁזָהָ ב
ָ ִַּׁ"רפ
ְּ  וְּ זֶהוThis is similar to what it says
ַׁ ַׁ ְּמס ֵַׁׂדר, ַׁ ְּכמ ֹו ַׁה ְּמס ֵַׁׂדר ַׁה ִּמ ַָׁטה:) יin the verse (Shir Hashirim
3:10):
“His
(Hashem’s)
ַַֹׁׁכל ַׁ ָד ַָׁבר ַׁוְּ ָד ַָׁבר ַׁ ִּבפְּ נֵׂיַׁעצְּ מו
ַָׁ ‘ ומנִּיחbeddings’ are arranged
ַׁ ַׁ–ַֹׁ עַׁלַׁ ְּמקוֹמוwith gold,” meaning, that
just like someone who
arranges
a
bed
puts
everything in the correct
place;

.)ַׁ ְּמצו ַׁדתַׁ ָד ִַּׁוד.ַׁ( ְּרפִּ ָידת ַֹׁוַׁ–ַׁהמצָע ַֹׁות15
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ֵַַׁׁׂכן ַׁה ְּמס ֵַׁׂדר ַׁ ִּשבְּ חֵׂ י ַׁאֱ ל ִֹּהים ַׁנוֹתֵַׁׂן
ַָׁרא
ַָׁ  ַׁ ֶשב,'מָ ק ַֹׁום ַׁלְּ ַָׁכל ַׁ ְּד ַׁבר ַׁה
ַׁ .ַׁל ְִּּמצ ַֹׁואַׁ ְּגדולָת ַֹׁו,לִּכְּ בוֹד ַֹׁו

so too, someone who
arranges his praises of
Hashem properly, has a
place for everything that
Hashem created for His
glory, to find something in it
that will tell him about
Hashem’s greatness.

This is the idea of Pesukei Dezimra, to reflect on everything that
Hashem created with wisdom and majesty, and see Hashem’s
greatness in every detail of the multitude of creation.
Saying that the praises of Hashem, which is compared to arranging
a bed, is connected to the idea of ‘gold’, since praising Hashem
brings fear of Hashem, associated with gold. This is why “His ‘bed’
(prayers) are arranged with ‘gold’ (fear of Hashem).”

ַׁ.16ַׁשבְּ ַָׁעהַׁ ִּמ ֵַׁׂיניַׁדהֲ ָבַׁאַׁ ְּב ִּד ְּיק ַָׁנא
ִּ וְּ יֵׂש

It says in the Zohar there are
seven shades of gold color in
King
David’s
beard,
signifying that he possessed
seven qualities of the fear of
Hashem (gold).

ַׁיעי
ִַּׁ ְִּּד ִּה ֵַׁׂנה ַׁ ָד ִַּׁוד ַׁהוַׁא ַׁ ֶר ֶַׁגל ַׁ ְּרב
ַׁ ַׁ ְּב ִּחינת ַׁאֱ ל ֹהוַׁת,17ַׁל ֶַׁמ ְּרכ ָָבַׁה

Since King David was the
‘fourth leg of the Chariot’18,

ַַׁׁו ְּר ֵַׁׂאה. ִַּׁשבְּ עָ ה ִַּׁמי ֵׂניַׁד ֲה ָבאַׁ[זָהָ ב]ַׁהֲ ָוה ְַּׁבשעֲרוֹי, ַָׁדוִּ ד:ַׁב,ַׁדףַׁקכג,ַׁשבְּ עִּ ין
ִּ ַׁ( ִּתיקו ֵׂניַׁזֹהר ִַּׁתיקו ָנא16
ַׁ .)ַׁא,ַׁחֵׂ ֶלקַׁגַׁפד.ַׁא,גַׁםַׁזֹהרַׁחֵׂ ֶלקַׁבַׁעג
.)ַׁב,ַׁזֹהרַׁחֵׂ ֶלקַׁגַׁרסב.ַׁב,ַׁ(זֹהרַׁחֵׂ ֶלקַׁאַׁרמח17
The “Chariot”  מרכבהare the main attributes of Atzilus that Hashem
interacts with the world with, Kindness, Severity, Mercy, and Kingship,
the way they are manifest in this world in four people that represented
these attributes: Avraham represented Kindness, Yitzchak represented
Severity, Yaakov represented Mercy, and King David represented
Kingship. They are called a “Chariot” since they totally nullified their ego
to Hashem to become a vessel for His revelation, just like a chariot is
totally nullified to its rider with no ego of its own.
18
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ַַׁׁ"מלְּכו ְּת ָך:)ַׁיג,הנ ְִּּק ָרא ַׁ ְּ(ת ִּה ִּליםַׁקמה
ַׁ' ַׁ ְַּׁו' ִּד ְּיק ַָׁנא."מלְּכות ַׁכָל ַׁע ַֹׁול ִָּמים
ַׁ ַׁוְּ יֵׂש,נ ְִּּק ָרא ַׁה ְּמ ָש ַָׁכה ַׁמֵׂ ה ֵׂש ֶַׁכל
ַׁיני ַׁ ִּשכְּ ִּל ִּיים ַׁ– ַׁ ִּבבְּ ִּחינַׁת
ֵַׁׂ ִּשבְּ ָעַׁה ַׁ ִּמ
ַָׁד ִַּׁודַׁהנ"לַׁ–ַׁ ֶשיָכ ַֹׁולַׁ ָל ֹבַׁאַׁלִּ בְּ ִּחינַׁת
ַׁ .ַׁ ֶש ִּהיַׁאַׁי ְִּּר ַָׁאה,ז ָָהַׁב

which is the aspect of
Hashem’s revelation called
(Tehilim 145:13): “Your
Kingship is the Kingdom of
all worlds.” The ‘beard’
signifies drawing down from
the intellect, so seven colors
of the ‘beard’ signify seven
aspects of intellect that King
David had, with which he
was able to come to ‘gold’,
meaning the fear of Hashem.

ֶַׁהו ַׁ ִּשבְּ ָעַׁה ַׁקָ נִּים ַׁהיוֹצְּ ִּאים ַׁ ִַּׁמן
ַׁ וְּ ז
ַׁ ,ה ְּמנו ַָֹׁרה
ַׁ

These seven types of
understanding that bring to
the
fear
of
Hashem
correspond to the seven
branches of the Menorah
(which was made of gold).

ַׁ .ְּמיַׁה ִּבנְּ ַָׁין
ֵַׁׂ וְּ ֵַׁׂהםַׁז'ַׁי

They also correspond to the
seven
attributes
that
Hashem uses to create the
world.19

ַָׁלול ַׁ ִּמיו"ד ַׁ– ַׁ ֵַׁׂהם
ַׁ חד ַׁכ
ַָׁ ֶוְּ ַָׁכל ַׁא
20
ַׁ ַׁוְּ יֵׂש. "שבְּ עִּ ים ַׁ ֶַׁנפֶש" ַׁשֶַׁל ַׁי ֲע ַֹׁקב
ִּ
ִַּׁשבְּ עִּ ים ַׁ ָש ָר ִּשים ַׁ ְּבַׁ ִַּׁנשְַּׁמ ַֹׁות
ַׁחדַׁ ִּמי ְִּּש ָר ֵַׁׂאלַׁאָ חוַׁז
ַָׁ ֶַׁוְּ ַָׁכלַׁא,י ְִּּש ָר ֵַׁׂאל
ַׁ'ַׁש ָר ִּשים ַׁ ַׁה ְּכלו ִּלים
ָ חד ַׁמֵׂ ַָׁהע
ַָׁ ְֶּבא

When these seven attributes
are divided into ten each, we
come out with seventy,
corresponding the “seventy
souls” of Yaakov our
forefather’s family who went

The seven attributes are: מלכות-יסוד-הוד-נצח-תפארת-גבורה-חסד, KindnessSeverity-Mercy-Victory-Submission-Connection-Kingship. The maamar
seems to be saying the seven aspects of intellect that produce fear of
Hashem also correspond to these seven attributes, producing a fear of
Hashem in a way of Kindness, a fear of Hashem in a way of Severity and
so on.
19

.)ַׁה,(שמ ֹותַׁא
ְּ ַׁ20
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ַָׁהבַׁעל
ַָׁ ַׁוְּ יָכ ַֹׁולַׁלָב ַֹׁואַׁ ִּלבְּ ִּחינתַׁז,'ִַּׁמז
ַׁ ַׁל ְִּּהי ַֹׁות,חד ַׁ ִַּׁמז' ַׁ ְּב ִּחינַׁ ַֹׁות
ַָׁ ֶי ְֵּׂדי ַׁא
ַׁ ַׁ,"ְּ"רפִּ ָידתוַֹׁזָהָ ב

7 ways of
thinking to
come to
fear
Hashem (7
colors of
King
David's
beard)

7 attributes
each
expressing
fear of
Hashem
differently

Those 7
attributes
has 10
aspects,
bringing a
total of 70
types of
fear of
Hasem

ַׁוְּ י ְִּּתל ֵַׁׂהב ַׁ ְּב ִּה ְּתגלוַׁת ַׁ ִּלב ֹו ַׁ" ִּר ְּש ֵַׁׂפי
ַׁ ַׁאֲ ַָׁבל.ָבֵׂש
ַׁ ש" ַׁ– ַׁ ֶשהוַׁא ַׁחַׁם ַׁוְּ י
ַׁ ֵׂא
ַׁשג ַׁ ְּב ִּלַׁי
ַָׁ אהֲ ַָׁבה ַׁהנ"ל ַׁאֵׂ ינ ֹו ַׁמו
ַׁ : .ְּב ִּחינתַׁמ ִַּׁיםַׁ–ַׁ ַׁקרַׁוְּ לַׁח

into Egypt. These seventy
souls are the soul-roots of all
the Jewish souls, and every
Jew is rooted in one of those
seventy souls which are
categorized into 7 groups (of
10), and therefore every Jew
is able to come to the level of
‘gold’ (fear of Hashem)
through one of the seven
types of understanding of
Hashem, so that his praises
of Hashem should be
properly arranged.

The Jewish
People
started out
as 70
people
going down
to Egypt

Those 70
can be
categorized
in 7 general
groups (of
10), each of
the 7
groups
connected
to one of
the 7
attributes

Every Jew is
rooted in
one of
those 70
original
souls which
are
grouped
into 7, so
every Jew
is
connected
to one of
the 7 types
of fear of
Hashem

This understanding will then
bring him to a fiery flaming
feeling of fear and love for
Hashem, the nature of fire
being “hot and dry”.
However, the type of love of
Hashem mentioned above
(like silver) cannot be
attained without the aspect
of “water” which is “cold
and wet”.
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The reflection on the greatness of Hashem in Pesukei Dezimra,
which can be done in seven different types of contemplation,
produces a fiery feeling for Hashem. The nature of fire is “hot and
dry”, the heat takes away the moisture and causes it to break apart.
The opposite is true of water which is “cold and wet”, that causes
things to stick together (like flour sticking together to make a
dough). These two tendencies are expressed in different aspects of
the intellect and their results in our feelings:
Bina-Logic likes to take an idea and dissect it, to take it apart and
see how each aspect is different. When a person thinks in detail
about the greatness of Hashem expressed in each specific creation,
he becomes awestruck. This produces two feelings: An awe and
shame that I am in the presence of the great Hashem who is creating
me now, and a fiery excitement to want to leave the limitations of
the world and connect to Hashem who is so great.
Chochma-Imagination/Insight likes to put things together and see
the entire picture. The G-dly soul sees the truth of Hashem’s
Oneness in the subconscious level of Chochma, and it because it is
essentially connected to Hashem it wants reconnect with Hashem
constantly stronger. This is called love like water, since water
represents connection and enjoyment and this corresponds to how
the Divine soul reconnects to Hashem through revealing the natural
love and fear of Hashem.
These two types of fear and love, like gold and fire or like silver and
water, are represented in two models of fear and love:
1- When someone goes to greet a great Tzadik (or a real king)
he is first overwhelmed with a great feeling of awe and
shame in the presence of such an exalted person. The more
he gains awe and respect for him the more he also develops
a love and desire to have a connection to him. His love is a
result of his awe and respect. This is like the way we come
to fear and love Hashem as our Creator and King: The more
we reflect on His greatness in the creation of the world and
ourselves the more we come to have an awe and respect for
Him, and together with that also a love and yearning to
connect to such an awesome Creator. This is fear and love
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like fire, since fire is about nullifying the original form of
something, so too, this love is about changing our
perspective on the world and seeing how it is really nullified
to Hashem.
2- A son has a natural love for his father and wants to build up
and maintain that connection. Included in that love is a fear,
the fear of separation from his father and hurting that
connection. Similarly, the Divine soul has a natural
connection to Hashem and therefore has an essential love to
connect to Hashem. This love includes a fear, a fear of
separation from Hashem by going against His will. This is
love like water, since water causes things to come together
as one entity, so too this love of Hashem is about becoming
reunited with Hashem to be like one entity, as it were.
ַ
ַׁ"ָה
ַׁ  ַׁ"י ְֵּׂרכ:"ַׁפ ְּרחָ ה
ִַּׁ "עד ְּי ֵׂרכָה ַׁעד
ַׁ ַׁוַׁ"פִּ ְּרחָ ַׁה"ַׁ ֵַׁׂהם,ִּהיַׁא ַׁ ֶר ֶַׁגלַׁהת ְּחת ַֹׁון
ַׁה ְּפ ָר ִּחיםַׁעֶ לְּ יוֹנִּיםַׁ–ַׁכולָה ְַּׁכאחַׁת
ַׁ ַׁ:"נ ְִּּק ָראַׁ" ְּמנו ַָֹׁרה

Third stage of the process: The
verse says “including its ַׁיְּ ֵׂרכָ ה
-base and its פ ְרחָ ּה-flower
ִּ
designs it was all from one
piece of gold.” Its ‘base’
included the feet at the
bottom, and its ‘flowers’
were the flower designs at
the top of the Menorah, yet
the entire thing from top to
bottom were equally called as
one ‘the Menorah’.

ַׁיקים ַׁהנ ְִּּק ָר ִּאים
ִַּׁ ֵׂבין ַׁ ְּגד ֹו ֵׂלַׁי ַׁצ ִּד
ַׁתם
ַָׁ " ִּפ ְּרחָ ַׁה" ַׁעַׁל ַׁשֵַׁׂם ַׁ ֶשתו ָֹר
ַׁחה ַׁלְּ עֵׂ י ַָׁלא" ַׁעלַׁי ְֵּׂדי
ַָׁ ָתם ַׁ"פ ְָּר
ַָׁ ו ְּתפִּ ל
ַׁ ַׁ ֶש ֵַׁׂהם ַׁ" ַׁג ְּדפִּ ין,"ַׁ" ְּ ַׁד ִּחילו ַׁו ְּר ִּחימו
ַֹׁאר ב ֹזהר
ַָׁ  ַׁכ ְּמבו,"ְּל ַָׁפ ְּרחָ ה
ַׁ; ַׁואֲ פִּ ילו ַׁהַׁ"י ֵָׂר ְַּׁך" ַׁהוַׁא21ֹש
ַׁ ה ַָׁקדו

This signifies that all the
Jewish People, whether the
great Tzadikim -who are
called “”פ ְרחָ ּה
ִ ּ because their
Torah study and prayers
“ ּ ָפ ְר ָחה-fly up to Heaven”
(the word for ה
ַׁ ָפ ְּרח-flower
ִּ
and for ַׁ חה
ַָׁ  ָפ ְּר-flying has the
.)ַׁ ִּתקוַׁןַׁו,ַׁ( ִּתקו ֵׂניַׁזֹהר21
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ַׁ ַׁ.ֶבאֱ ֶַׁמתַׁ ְּמנו ַָֹׁרה

same letters)ַׁ through their
love and fear of Hashem
which are like spiritual
wings for the Torah and
prayer, as explained in the
Zohar- together with the
simple Jews who are called
“the base” of the Menorah,
are in truth all together one
single “Menorah”.

ַׁ,ַׁרקַׁ ֶשיִּהְַּׁיוַׁ"ז ָָהַׁבַׁטָ ה ַֹׁור"ַׁ–ַׁ ְּב ִּלַׁיַׁסִּ יַׁג
ַׁ)ַׁלו,ַׁב ַָׁפסוַׁקַׁ ְּ(תרו ַָׁמהַׁכה
ַׁ ַֹׁשכָתוב
ֶ ְּכמו
ַׁ"מ ְּק ָשה ַׁאחת" ַׁ– ַׁ"זָהָ ב
ִּ ַׁ חר
ַׁ א
ַׁ ַׁ."טָ הוֹר

However, this connection
between all Jews is only
revealed when they are “pure
gold”, without impurities,
like the verse (in Shemos
25:36) mentions after saying
that it must be “one solid
piece”, it adds that it must be
“pure gold”.

ַָׁהב ַׁ ִַּׁאם ַׁיֵׂש ַׁב ֹו ַׁסִּ יַׁג ַׁ ִּמ ִּמין
ַָׁ ִַּׁכי ַׁהז
ַׁ,22חר ַׁנ ְִּּשת ַָׁנה ַׁמ ְּר ִּאיתָ ה ַׁ ְּלי ֵָׂרק ַֹׁון
ֵַׁׂ א
ַׁימן
ַָׁ ִּ ַׁ ְַּׁו"ס.נִּשת ַָׁנה
ְּ ַׁ ֵַׁׂכן ַׁעל ַׁי ְֵּׂדי ַׁהָ ַׁרע
ְּ  ַׁוְּ צ ִָּר.23"ירה ַׁ– ַׁ ִַּׁה ְּ ַׁדרוֹקַָׁן
ַׁיך
ַָׁ ֵׂלעֲב
ַׁ .סורַׁמֵׂ ַָׁרע"ַׁלְּג ְּמ ֵַׁׂרי
ַׁ "ַׁל ְִּּהי ַֹׁות

When gold has another type
of material mixed in with it
changes it appearance to
green. So too, when a person
sins it changes a person’s
appearance, like we find that
“a sign that someone
committed a certain sin is a
disease that his skin turns a
greenish color”. Therefore,
one must “turn from bad”

ַׁ ַׁה ִּנסְּ ַָׁמן ַׁ ְּבא ַֹׁור ַׁהתו ַָֹׁרה ַׁו ִּי ְּקרַָׁא ַׁ ְּכר ְַּׁך ַׁג ַׁ ְּבסוֹפ ַֹׁו ַׁבמ ְּר ֵַׁׂאי. ַׁג,אשית ַׁלט
ִּ  ַׁ( ְּר ֵַׁׂאה ַׁתוֹרת ַׁחיִּים ַׁ ְּב ֵׂר22
.)37ְַּׁמקוֹמ ַֹׁותַׁעמוד
ַַׁׁב,ַׁ ְּיבָ מוֹת ַׁס.ַׁא,ַׁש ַָׁבתַׁלג.ןַׁשלַׁעוֹבְּ ֵׂריַׁעֲבֵׂ ָירהַׁמו ִֹּר ִּיקין
ֶ ֶ ְּפנֵׂיה."ימןַׁלעֲבֵׂ ָירהַׁ– ַׁ ִּה ְּדרוֹקָ ן
ָ ִּ ַׁ("ס23
.)]ַׁצהֶ בֶ ת:ַׁי ֵָׂרקוֹןַׁ–ַׁחוֹלִּ יַׁ ֶש ְּשמ ַֹׁוַׁגלניצ"הַׁ[ילונציא"ה:ַׁא ְַּׁמפ ֵָׂרש, ובְּ מ ֶס ֶכתַׁ ְּב ָרכ ֹותַׁכה.וְּ ר ִּש"י
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completely to remain part of
the pure gold Menorah.

ַׁ ַׁ"חֲ ָד ִּשים,ַֹׁקר
ֶַׁ וְּ היְּינו ַׁלְּ האֲ ִּמין ַׁ ַׁבבו
ַׁש
ַׁ  ַׁ ֶשהי ַֹׁום ַׁ ִּנ ְּתח ֵׂד,24"ל ְּבקָ ִּרים
ַׁ:25 ַׁ ְּכמאֲ ַָׁמר,ש
ַׁ הָ ע ֹו ָלַׁם ַׁמֵׂ חָ ָד
ַׁ"ה ְּמח ֵׂדש ְַּׁבטוב ֹו ַׁ ְּב ַָׁכל ַׁי ַֹׁום ַׁ ָת ִּמיד
ַׁ ַׁ ֶשמ ָמש ַׁנִּבְּ ַָׁרא,"אשית
ִּ ֲשה ַׁבְּ ֵׂר
ֵַׁׂ מע
ַַׁׁכן ַׁהי ַֹׁום
ֵׂ  ַׁוְּ הוַׁא ַׁ– ַׁגם,ֵׂש
ַׁ מֵׂ א ִַּׁין ַׁ ְּלי
ַׁ,נ ֹו ָצַׁרַׁ ְּכמוַֹׁאָ ַָׁדםַׁהָ ִּראש ַֹׁון

To help a person do this: He
should remind himself every
morning that he believes that
he is created every morning
as new, and that this day the
world was just created as
new, like we say in the daily
prayer: “He renews in His
goodness
every
day
constantly the work of
creation,” and that the world
was literally created today as
something from nothing, and
this person also was just
created today like Adam the
first man on the day he was
created.

ִַּׁיראַׁוְּ יֵׂבוֹש ִַּׁמל ְּמר ַֹׁותַׁעֵׂ י ֵַׁׂני
ַָׁ ְּבוודאיַׁי
ַׁ ַׁ.ַׁוְּ ַׁל ֹאַׁי ְִּּר ֶַׁצהַׁ ְּבע ֹו ָלַׁםַׁהָ א ִַּׁין,כְּ בוֹד ַֹׁו
ַׁ

When he thinks about this,
he will certainly have awe of
Hashem and be embarrassed
to rebel against Hashem who
is watching him, and he will
not have such a desire for the
world that has no intrinsic
existence.

ַַׁׁגם ַׁ ְּבחוש ַׁהָ ְּראוַׁת ַׁאָ נו ַׁרו ִֹּאים
ַׁ:"אשית
ִּ ֲשה ַׁבְּ ֵׂר
ֵַׁׂ ְּב ַָׁכל ַׁי ַֹׁום ַׁ"מע
ַׁ ַׁוְּ אחרַׁכ ְּך,ִּב ְּת ִּח ַָׁלה ַׁח ֶֹש ְּך ַׁהל ְּי ַָׁלה
ַׁ–ַׁ ַׁ"י ְִּּהיַׁאוֹר"ַׁה ֶשמֶ ש:)ַׁג,אשיתַׁא
ִּ ְּ(ב ֵׂר

Besides
for
reminding
ourselves of our belief and
understanding of Hashem’s
constant creation of us, we can
also see with our eyes that

ַׁ .)ַׁכג,ַׁאֵׂ יכָהַׁג."ַׁ("חֲ ָד ִּשיםַׁל ְּבקָ ִּריםַׁר ָבהַׁאֱ מונָתֶ ָך24
.)"ַׁ( ִּב ְּר ַׁכתַׁ"י ֹו ֵַׁׂצרַׁא ַֹׁור25
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ַׁ.לי ַֹׁום

every day Hashem re-creates
the world: In the beginning
of the night there is darkness
and afterwards in the
morning the sun comes out
to provide light.

ַׁ"בכָל ַׁיוֹם
ְּ וְּ זֶהו
ַֹׁאה
ֶַׁ שאֲ ִַּׁני ַׁרו
ֶַׁ ַׁ  ַׁב) ַׁ– ַׁ ְּבמַׁה,קמה
ְּ
ַׁ ַׁוְּ ח ֶֹשך ִַּׁמ ְּפ ֵַׁׂני,'ש"ג ֹו ֵַׁׂלל ַׁא ַֹׁור ַׁוְ כו
ֶַׁ
ַׁ ַׁ ָב ֶַׁזה ַׁאֲ ִַּׁני ַׁמ ִּכיר, ַׁהי ַֹׁום26"א ַֹׁור
ַׁ ַׁ.ְּלב ֶָרכְּ ָך
ַׁ

This is the meaning of
(Tehilim 145:2) “every day I
will bless you,” the fact that
I see that You take away
light of day every night and
take away darkness in place
of light every morning, with
this I recognize to bless you.

ַֹׁ ַׁ ֶשנ ְִּּמנַׁע ַׁאֶ צְּ לו,ֹאמר ַׁהָ אָ ַָׁדם
ַׁ וְּ אַׁל ַׁי
ַׁ–ַׁ ָרד ַׁמֵׂ הָ ַׁרע ַׁוְּ התאֲ ו ַֹׁות
ֵַׁׂ לִּפ
ַׁ ַׁעַׁל ַׁזֶה ַׁאָ נו,ֶשנ ְִּּש ָת ֵׂרש ְַּׁב ִּאיס ַׁור
ַׁ ַׁ"אֱ ֶַׁמת:27או ְֹּמ ִּרים ַׁב ְּתפִּ ַָׁלה
ַׁ ַׁ–ַׁ"ִַּׁמ ִּמצְּ ר ִַּׁיםַׁ ְּגאל ְָּתנוַׁה'ַׁאֱ ל ֹהֵׂ ינו

A person shouldn’t think
that it’s impossible to
separate himself from bad
things and physical desires,
because he is so rooted in the
unholy things; regarding
this we say in the prayers:
“It is true that You Hashem
our G-d have redeemed us
from  ִמצְ ַר ִים-Egypt.”

ַׁ,28"" ִּמצְּ ר ִּיַׁם" ַׁנ ְִּּק ָראַׁ"עֶ ְּרותַׁהָ אָ ֶרץ
ַׁ ַׁה ִּדיבוַׁק ַׁ ְּבתאֲ ו ַֹׁות,ְּינו
ַׁ הי
ַַֹׁׁ ֶשאֵׂ ינו,ַׁוְּ הָ רעַׁמ ִּקיפ ַֹׁו,ְּבמחֲ שבְּ ת ַֹׁו
ַׁיָכ ַֹׁול ַׁ ָל ֵׂצאַׁת ַׁולְּהָ סִּ יח ַׁדעְּ ת ֹו ַׁמֵׂ ֶַׁהם
ַֹׁ ַׁ ֶשאֵׂ ינו,"– ַׁזֶהו ְַּׁב ִּחינַׁת ַׁ" ִּמצְּ ר ִּיַׁם

 ִמצְ ַר ִים-Egypt is described in
the verse (Bereishis 42:9) as
“the
shameful
land”,
representing someone whose
thoughts are caught up in
inappropriate desires, and
these
unholy
desires

ַׁך" ַׁ ְּ(ת ִּה ִּלים
ַָׁ ֶַׁאֲ ב ְָּרכ

ַׁ .)"ַׁוְּ ח ֶֹש ְּך ִַּׁמ ְּפ ֵׂניַׁאוֹר,ַׁ"ג ֹו ֵׂללַׁא ֹור ִַּׁמ ְּפ ֵׂניַׁח ֶֹש ְּך:ַׁ ִּ(ב ְּרכת ְַּׁק ִּריאת ְַּׁשמעַׁ ֶשלַׁע ְּרבִּ ית26
.)ַׁ( ִּב ְּר ַׁכתַׁאֱ ֶַׁמתַׁוְּ י ִּציב27
.)"ַׁעַׁלַׁפָסוַׁקַׁ(ד)ַַׁׁ"וְּ הָ אָ ֶרץַׁלְּ ע ֹו ָלםַׁעֹמָ ֶדת,ַׁו ְּר ֵַׁׂאהַׁקֹהֶ ֶַׁלתַׁר ַָׁבהַׁא.ַׁיב,שם
ַָׁ ַׁ.ַׁט,ַׁ( ִּמ ֵַׁׂקץַׁמב28

20

21

LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH

ַׁיָכ ַֹׁול ַׁ ִּלבְּ רוֹח ִַּׁמשַָׁם ַׁ ִַּׁכי ַׁ ִַּׁאם ַׁ ִּב ְּרצ ַֹׁון
ַׁ ,'ה

encompasses him to the
point that he feels that he
can’t distract his attention
from them, this is the idea of
 ִמצְ ַר ִים-limitations (the word
for Egypt also meaning
limitations) that he feels
unable to escape from
without Hashem helping
him.

ַׁ)ַׁיב,וְּ זֶהוַׁ"נ ִָּשיםַׁמָ ְּשלו ַָׁבנוַׁ"ַׁ(יְּשעְּ יָהַׁג
ַׁ ַׁ ֵׂבין,– ַׁ"נ ִָּשים" ַׁ– ַׁלְּש ַֹׁון ַׁר ִּבים
ַׁ ַׁ,יתרַׁ ֵׂביןַׁ ְּב ִּאיס ַׁור
ֶַׁ ְֵּׂבה

This is expressed in the verse
(Yeshaya 3:12): There are men
who say to Hashem that
“women have ruled over us”
in our thoughts, not only
thoughts of our own wives,
but also other thoughts, so
please help us Hashem!

ַַָֹׁׁאז ַׁה ָקדוֹש ַׁבָרו ְּך־הוא ַׁמוֹצִּ יאו
ַׁ ַׁ ִַּׁכי ַׁמֵׂ א ִַּׁין ַׁיָב ַֹׁוא ַׁ ִּאיש.ִּמ ִּמצְּ ַׁר ִַּׁים
ַׁ–ַׁ "הי ְִּּש ְּראֵׂ ִּלַׁי ַׁ ִּלבְּ ִּחינת ַׁ" ִּמצְּ ר ִַּׁים
ַׁ,29"" ֶשנ ְִּּק ְּראו ַׁ ָבנִּים ַׁל ָמק ַֹׁום
ַׁיהם
ֶַׁ ִֶּש ִּטבְּ ָעַׁם ַׁ"לעֲש ַֹׁות ַׁ ְּרצ ַֹׁון ַׁאֲ ב
ַׁ ַׁ!"ֶשב ָשמ ִַּׁים

ַׁ ַׁ ֶשנָתַׁן,הוא ַׁמֵׂ ִּאת ֹו ַׁי ְִּּתב ֵָׂר ְַּׁך
ַׁ ַׁ אֲ ַָׁבל
ַׁ:) ַׁו, ַׁ ְּ(כמאֲ ַָׁמר ַׁ ִּ(מי ַָׁכה ַׁד,ה ֵׂי ֶצר־הָ ָרע
ַַֹׁׁשהָ ַָׁיה
ֶ ַׁ ְּכמו,)"'ֹ"אֲ ֶשרַׁהֲ ֵׂרע ַֹׁו ִּתיַׁוְּ גו

Then Hashem takes this
person
out
of
this
‘limitation’. Since: Where
did it come to a Jew this type
of ‘limitation’, the Jewish
people are called children of
Hashem, and their nature is
to fuflill the Will of their
Father in Heaven, so how did
they get this unholy desire in
the first place?!
But this was also caused by
Hashem, since He gave us a
Yetzer Hara-Evil Inclination,
(like it says (Micha 4:6)
“That I (Hashem) have
.)ַׁיד,ַׁ(אָ ב ַֹׁותַׁג29
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ַׁ;לְּגל
ַׁ גָלוַׁת ַׁ ִּמצְּ ר ִַּׁים ַׁעל ַׁי ְֵּׂדי ַׁ ַׁג
ַׁש" ִּגל ְֵַּׁׂגל ַׁה ָקדוֹש ַׁבָרו ְּך־הוא ַׁעִַּׁם
ֶַׁ
30
ַׁ . "'יאם וְ כו
ַָׁ ִּאֲ בוֹתֵׂ ינוַׁעַׁדַׁ ֶשהֱ ב

caused them to have bad,”),
just like the original exiled to
Egypt was caused by
Hashem, that “Hashem
caused a series of events to
happen until he brought
them to Egypt.”

ַַׁׁכא)ַׁ"וְּ אָ נֹכִּ י,ַׁכן ְַּׁכ ִּתיבַׁ( ִּי ְּר ְּמיָהַׁב
ֵׂ וְּ על
ְּ נְּטעְּ ִּת
ַַׁׁכַׁ ַׁולֹהַׁזֶרע,יךַׁשו ֵֹׂרק
ַׁ:31"אֱ מֶ ת

Therefore, it is written
(Yirmiya 2:21): “And I
planted you as my שו ֵֹרק
ׂ vine, all of them are children
of truth.”

ַׁאֲ פִּ ילו ְַּׁכ ֶשהָ אָ דַָׁםַׁנו ֵַֹׁׂפלַׁ ְּלמ ַָׁטה
ַַׁׁ ְּב ִּחינת,חסַׁוְּ ָשל ֹוםַׁלְּתאֲ ו ַֹׁות
ַׁ ַׁ,"שו ֻר"ק"ַׁ–ַׁ ְּבע ְּק ִּמימוַׁת

Meaning, that even if G-d
forbid someone falls into
unholy desires, represented
by the vowel שוּרק- three dots
going down
(the word
רק
ַׁ ֻ  שוis the same letters as the
word
for
vine-)שו ֵֹׂרק,
meaning that he goes
crooked into unholy desires,

ַׁ"אףַׁעל ִַּׁפיַׁ ֵׂכןַׁ"כולֹהַׁזֶרַׁעַׁאֱ ֶַׁמת
ַַׁׁוְּ יָכ ַֹׁולַׁלעֲש ַֹׁות,וְּ יָכ ַֹׁולַׁלְּ ִּה ְּשתנ ַֹׁות
ִַּׁמ ֶזַׁהַׁסֶ ג ַֹׁו"לַׁ–ַׁ"סְּ גַׁ ַׁולָהַׁ ִּמ ָכל
ַׁ .)ַׁוְּ ע ַֹׁוד.ַׁה,הָ ע ִּמים"ַׁ(י ְִּּתר ַֹׁוַׁיט

nonetheless he is still from
“all of them are children of
truth”, and he can change
that crookedness around and
make it into a “treasure”
and show how we are the
“treasured people form
among all the nations”

ֵַׁׂשב
ֶַׁ ַׁוי:ַׁו ְּראֵׂ הַׁזֹהַׁר."ַׁ"נִּ ְּתגלְּ ֵַׁׂגלַׁה ָד ַָׁברַׁוְּ י ְָּרדוַַׁׁ ֲאבוֹתֵׂ ינוַַׁׁ ְּל ִּמצְּ ר ִַּׁים:ַׁב,ילהַׁטז
ָ ִּ ְַּׁמג.ַׁב,ַׁ( ְּר ֵַׁׂאהַׁש ָבתַׁי30
ַׁ .)ַׁא,ַׁבַׁ–ַׁקצה,ַׁ ִּמ ֵַׁׂקץַׁקצד.ַׁב,קצא
ַׁ .)ַׁא,ַׁ ְּ(ראֵׂ הַׁזֹהרַׁוי ֵָׂראַׁקי31
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represented by the vowel
 ֶסג ֹול-treasure

.

The vowel ( סֶ ג ַֹׁולwhich means treasure) is the same three dots, but
rearranged from going down three time to going down and returning
back up, representing how the soul comes down and returns up with
a deeper connection to Hashem as a member of the treasured people.

ַׁ ַׁ ֶשאָ ַׁמר,וְּ ֵַׁׂכן ַׁהָ ַָׁיה ַׁ ְּב ִּמצְּ ר ִַּׁים
ַׁ) ַׁד,ה ָקדוֹש ַׁבָרו ְּך־הוא ַׁ(ויִּגשַׁ ַׁמו
ַַׁׁוְּ אָ נֹכִּ י,"אָ נֹכִּ יַׁאֵׂ ֵׂרדַׁעִּ ְּמ ָך ִַּׁמצְּ ריְּמָ ה
ַׁ:"אע ְּל ָךַׁגםַׁעָ ל ֹה

This is what happened in
Egypt, Hashem told the
Jewish People (Bershis 46:4):
“I will go down with you to
Egypt, and I will bring you
up, to also go up higher than
where you started.”

ַׁ ַׁ,"' ֹ"אָ נ ִַֹּׁכיַׁ–ַׁ" ִַּׁמיַׁ ֶשאָ נ ִַֹּׁכי"ַׁ–ַׁאֵׂ ֵַׁׂרדַׁוְ גו

“I- who I really am- will go
down with you”, meaning
that Hashem Himself puts the
soul into this body with these
desires and temptations,

ַׁש"ה ָקדוֹש
ֶַׁ ַׁ –ַׁ "ְַּׁו"אָ נ ִַֹּׁכי ַׁאעלְּ ַָׁך
,32"בָרו ְּך־הואַׁעוֹזְּ ר ַֹׁו
ַׁ"" ַׁגם ַׁ– ַׁעָ ַׁל ֹה" ַׁ– ַׁ ֶש ְּב ִּחינת ַׁ" ַׁגם
.33ַׁכןַׁ ֲע ִּליָיה
ֵׂ י ְִּּה ֶַׁיהַׁלוַֹׁגם

“and I will bring you up,”
meaning that “Hashem helps
him” to overcome that Yetzer
Hara,
“and will also bring you up
higher” means that even the
Yetzer Hara who is called “ ַּגםalso” will also go up, in
addition to the G-dly soul
going up out of limitations.

.)ַׁב,ַׁ( ִּקדו ִּשיןַׁל32

ֹ ְבעִ ְניָׁן ֵּפירוש ַּ"גם זו,"ַׁ(וְ עַּ יֵּין ַּמה ֶשנ ְִת ָׁב ֵּאר ְב ִדבור ַּה ַּמ ְת ִחיל "וַּ יַּעַּ ש מ ֶֹשה נ ְַּחש ְנח ֶֹשת33
ַׁ .))ַׁא,לְ טוֹ בָׁ ה" ( ְּלק ַָׁמןַׁחֻ ַׁקתַׁסב
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Thus, he returns higher than where he started, since he also has an
elevated animal soul-Yetzer Hara with him.

ַׁ:"ַׁוְּ זֶהו ַׁ"אֱ ֶַׁמת ַׁ ִּמ ִּמצְּ ר ִַּׁים ַׁ ְּגאל ְָּתנו
ַׁ ַׁ,ִַּׁכיַׁ"כו ַׁל ֹהַׁז ֶַׁרעַׁאֱ ֶַׁמת"ַׁכנ"ל

This is the meaning of “It is
true that you redeemed us
from Egypt-limitations”, the
fact that we were redeemed is
because essentially every Jew
is true (“It is true” referring to
every Jew), since “they are all
children of truth”, as
explained above, every Jew
having a Divine soul of Truth.

ַׁ'לְּתנוַׁ ַׁה
ָ על ַׁכֵׂן ַׁ" ִּמ ִּמצְּ ר ִַּׁים ַׁ ְּגא
ַׁ ַׁ ֶשה ְּגאו ַָׁלה ַׁ– ַׁ ֶשי ְִּּה ֶיה:"ינו
ַׁ ֵׂאֱ ל ֹה
ַׁ ַׁ;ינו
ַׁ ֵׂהֲ ָו ַָׁי"הַׁלֵׂאל ֹה

Therefore,
the
prayer
continues: “From Egyptlimitations
You
have
redeemed us, Hashem our
G-d,” meaning that the
redemption
consists
of
Hashem becoming our G-d
(and not subservient to the
desires of the Yetzer Hara),

ַׁ ַׁה ְּמשועְּ ַָׁבד,"" ִּמ ֵׂבית ַׁ ֲעב ִָּדים
ַׁ ַׁ."ַׁלְּתאֲ ַֹׁותַׁ–ַׁ" ְּפ ִּדיתָ נו

as it continues to explain:
“From the place of slavery”meaning slaves to physical
desires- “He redeemed us.”

ְּ ַׁוְּ ֵׂא
ַׁ?ְּתהַׁה ְּגאו ַָׁלה
ַָׁ יךַׁהָ י
ַַׁׁ ִַּׁכיַׁ ְּבַׁע ֹו ָלַׁם:"ת
ַָׁ ְּיהםַׁהָ רג
ֶַׁ " ַָׁכלַׁ ְּבכו ֵֹׂר
ַׁ–ַׁ )ַׁב,ָלַׁרחֶ ם" ַׁ( ֹבַׁא ַׁיג
ֶ נ ְִּּק ָראַׁ"פֶטֶ רַׁכ
ַׁ ַׁוְּ ֵַׁׂכן ַׁ ְּבַׁנֶפֶש ַׁ– ַׁהוַׁא.הָ ִּראש ַֹׁון
ַׁאשיתַׁ–ַׁחָ כְּ מָ ה"ַׁ ְּ(ת ִּה ִּלים
ִּ ַׁ" ֵׂר,ה ֵׂש ֶַׁכל
ַׁ ַׁ;)ַׁי,קיא

How did the redemption
happen?
As the prayer continues: “All
their firstborn (of Egypt)
You killed.” In the physical
world the child who “first
opens the womb” of his
mother
is
called
the
firstborn. So too in the
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person’s soul, the intellect,
which is the first and highest
expression of the soul, as it
says
(Tehilim
111:10)
“Wisdom is the first,” is
called the “firstborn”.

ַׁיהם" ַׁ– ַׁ ֵַׁׂהם
ֶַׁ וְּ זֶהו ַׁ" ַָׁכל ַׁ ְּבכו ֵֹׂר
ַׁחד
ַָׁ ֶ ַׁ ֶש ַָׁכל ַׁא,ִּשכְּ ִּליִּים ַׁשֶַׁל ַׁ ִּמצְּ ר ִּיַׁם
ַׁר ֹו ֶצַׁה ַׁלְּ הע ֲִּמיד ַׁ ְּרצוֹנ ֹו ַׁעל ַׁי ְֵּׂדי
ַׁת" ַׁ– ַׁ ֶשיִּפ ַֹׁול
ַָׁ ְִּּשכְּ ל ֹו ַׁ– ַׁ"הָ רג
ַׁ ַׁ ֶשנ ְִּּק ָרא,ִּממ ְּד ֵׂרגָת ֹו ַׁו ְּרצוֹנ ַֹׁו
ַׁ ַׁ.34"יתַׁה
ָ " ִּמ

ַׁ"ובְּ כו ְֹּר ַָׁך ַׁי ְִּּש ָר ֵַׁׂאל" ַׁ– ַׁ ֶשכֻל ַֹׁו
לְּה ְּתב ֹו ֵַׁׂנן ַׁ ְּגדו ַׁלת ַׁאֵׂ ין־
ִּ ַׁ ,ֹהות
ַׁ אֱ ל
ַׁ ַׁהנ ְִּּק ָרא,סוֹףַׁבָרו ְּך־הואַׁב ְּתפִּ ַָׁלה
ַַׁׁשיֵׂש
ֶ ," ִּמ ַָׁטה" ַׁבזֹהר ַׁה ָקדוֹש
ַׁ ַׁ ְּמנו ַָֹׁרה, ַׁ ִּכ ֵַׁׂסא,ב ְּתפִּ ַָׁלה ַׁ" ִּמ ַָׁטה
, קל"ג.' א, מ"ד:'לְּחן"ַׁ( ַּבזֹ ַּהר ֵּחלֶ ק ב
ַָׁ וְּ שו
ַׁ ַׁ–ַׁ"ַׁ" ְּרפִּ ָידתוַֹׁזָהָ ב,)'א

This then is the meaning of
“all
their
‘firstborn’,”meaning all the intellect of
Egypt-limitations, that each
person decides what he
wants based on his own
understanding
-“You
‘killed’,”- meaning that You
help us lose our level of
egotistic desires, thereby
‘killing’ the ego behind those
desires.
The prayer continues: “But
Your firstborn Yisroel”who is totally Divine and
holy, and reflects upon the
greatness of the Infinite
Hashem during prayer, which is called a “bed” in the
holy Zohar, as it describes
prayer in four stages: “a

ַׁ.ירתַׁה ֵׂכלִּ יםַׁ ֶפ ֶַׁרקַׁוַׁובְּ כ ַָׁמהַׁ ְּמקוֹמ ַֹׁות
ַׁ ִַּׁהו ַָׁבאַׁ ְּבעֵׂ ץַׁחיִּיםַׁשעַׁרַׁ ְּשב.ַׁב,ַׁ( ְּר ֵַׁׂאהַׁזֹהרַׁחֵׂ לֶקַׁגַׁקלה34
.)"ַׁ"וְּ אֵׂ יןַׁמָ ֶַׁותַׁאֶ ָלַׁאַׁה ְּש ָפ ַָׁלה:ְּחי
ִַּׁ אשיתַׁר ַָׁבהַׁ ֵׂרישַׁפ ָָרשתַׁוי
ִּ ובִּ בְּ ֵׂר
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bed35, a chair36, a Menorah37 ,
and a table38,” and as prayer is
described as “arranging his
bed with gold”-

ַׁ, ַׁשֶַׁ ַׁל ֹא ַׁי ְִּּה ֶַׁיה ַׁ ֶד ֶר ְּך ִַּׁמ ְּק ֶַׁרה:"ְּת
ַָׁ "גָאל
ַׁ,מֵׂ חֲ מַׁתַׁ ְּמנִּיעֹת

The prayer continues: “You
have redeemed”, meaning
that You help him to pray
consistently,
not
just
whenever he happens to
have time because he is
distracted by other things
preventing him from prayer,

ַׁ ַׁ,ֶשזֶהוַׁגָלוַׁתַׁעֲדיִּין

which is still the idea of
spiritual Exile (lack of proper
prayer and Divine awareness).

ַׁאֲ ַָׁבל ַׁ ִּת ְּה ֶַׁיה ַׁה ְּגאו ַָׁלה ַׁוְּ חֵׂ ירוַׁת
ַׁ ַׁ ֶש ַׁל ֹא ַׁי ְִּּה ֶַׁיה,ִּמ ִּשעְּ ב ַׁוד ַׁהפ ְּרנ ַָָׁסה
ַַׁׁכי ַׁ ְּב ַׁל ֹא
ִַּׁ ,ָד ַָׁבר ַׁמ ֹונֵׂע ִַּׁמ ְּתפִּ ַָׁלה
ַׁסור
ַׁ "ַׁ ְּתפִּ ַָׁלה ַׁ ִּאי ַׁאֶ פְּ ָשר ַׁל ְִּּהי ַֹׁות
ַׁ ."מֵׂ ַָׁרע
ַׁ

Redemption means that he is
free from feeling totally
subjugated to his mundane
work, so that it doesn’t stop
him from proper prayer,
since without proper prayer
it is impossible to “turn from
bad.”

35

Referring to Mariv or the bedtime Shema that we say before sleep, or
to the morning Brachos that we say right after we get out of bed. See Or
HaTorah on Behaaloscha page 357 and onwards, and 5675 parshas
Vayigash.
36
Referring to the Shema and its blessings in the morning prayer, which
we say sitting down.
37
Referring to the Shemona Esrai of the morning prayer, where we
become totally nullified to Hashem with our feet together like the Menorah
that only had one leg.
38
Referring to the Pesukei Dezimra prayers, where we feed our animal
soul an awareness of Hashem (See Likutei Torah Bechukosai).
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ַׁיקנוַׁ ַׁוִּ ידו ִּיים ַׁ ְּב ַָׁכל ַׁי ַֹׁום
ְַּׁ וְּ ָל ֵַׁׂכן ַׁ ִּת
ַׁ:ב ְּתפִּ ַָׁלה

Therefore, they (the Men of
the
Great
Assembly)
established
to
say
confessions every day during
(the end of the) prayer:

ֶַׁשקוֹדֶַׁם ַׁה ְּתפִּ ַָׁלה ַׁ ְּכ ֶשי ְִּּתב ֹו ֵַׁׂנן
ַׁ ,"ַׁ ֶשהוַׁאַׁ ְּבַׁ" ִּמצְּ ר ִַּׁים,ִּשפְּ ל[ּו]ת ַֹׁו

Before prayer when a person
will reflect on his lowly state,
that he is still in  ִמצְ ַר ִיםlimitations of his Yetzer Hara,

וְּ י ְִּּתב ֹו ֵַׁׂנן ַׁ ִּבגְּ דו ַׁלת ַׁאֵׂ ין־סוֹףַׁבָרו ְּך־
ַׁ ַׁ;הואַׁ–ַׁי ְִּּתחָ ֵַׁׂרטַׁ ְּבודאיַׁ ִַּׁמןַׁהָ ַׁרע

and he will further reflect
upon the greatness of the
Infinite Hashem, he will
certainly
regret
the
unholiness he got himself
connected to,

ַׁ ,"וב ְּתפִּ ַָׁלהַׁ ִּי ְּה ֶַׁיהַׁ"וִּ ידוַׁיַׁ ְּדב ִָּרים

and during prayer (during
Tachanun, after Shemona
Esrai) he will confess to
Hashem his feelings of
wanting to pull away from
materialistic desires, and
Hashem will help him.

ַָׁהב
ַָׁ  ַׁז,וְּ ַָׁאז ַׁי ְִּּה ֶַׁיה ַׁ ְּמנו ַָֹׁרה ַׁ"אחַׁת
ַׁ–ַׁ"ַׁ ֶשי ְִּּה ֶיהַׁ"י ְֵּׂרכָהַׁופִּ ְּרחָ ַׁה,"טָ ה ַֹׁור
ַׁ ַׁ.חת
ַׁ ְּמנו ַָֹׁרהַׁא
ַׁ

Then, he will be part of the
“One Menorah of pure
gold”, that from the simplest
of Jews to the greatest
Tzadikim it will be visible
that it is all one Menorah.

ְּ  ַׁ ֶשצ ִָּר,א ְּך ַׁהָ עִּ יקַָׁר
ַׁיך ַׁל ְִּּהי ַֹׁות
ַׁ ַׁ ֶש ַׁל ֹא,ָמור ַׁ ֶַׁזה ַׁעִַּׁם ַׁ ֶַׁזה
ַׁ דות ַׁג
ַׁ א ְּח
ַׁ ַׁ.'י ִּב ַׁיטַׁ ְּב ָרעַׁתַׁחֲ בֵׂ ירוַֹׁוְ כו

Fourth stage of the process:
However, the main the thing
needed for there to be true
unity between Jewish people
is that one person should not
see the bad in his friend.
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ַׁ ַׁ ֶשי ֵַׁׂדע ַׁ ֶשיֵׂש ַׁלְּ מעְּ ַָׁלה,ַׁוְּ היְּינו
ַׁ ַׁ–ַׁ"שה
ַָׁ ְּמנו ַָֹׁרהַׁ" ִּמ ְּק

How does he do this? He
should know and reflect
upon the following: Above,
in the spiritual level of the
Menorah, the source of the
Jewish souls in Malchus of
Atzilus, all the souls exist as
“one solid piece”.

ַׁ ַׁוְּ הת ְּחת ַֹׁון,ֶשהָ עֶ ְּלי ַֹׁון ַׁי ֵַֹׁׂרד ַׁ ְּלמ ַָׁטה
ַׁ .ע ֹו ֶלהַׁ ְּלמעְּ ַָׁלה

At that level a person on a
high soul level can be
expressed in a low soul level,
and a person on a low soul
level can be expressed in a
person with a high soul level.

ַׁ,ֶשהָ ַׁרע ַׁיו ֵַֹׁׂרד ַׁלִּפְּ עָ ִּמים ַׁלְּמ ַָׁטה
ַׁ ַׁ.וְּ נִּכְּ ַׁנסַׁבָאָ ַָׁדםַׁ ַׁרע

For example: Sometimes a
person who usually does good
things did something bad, and
the bad thing that he did
became expressed in a
person who usually does
bad, dragging him down even
lower.

ַׁ ַׁע ֲִּשיית ַׁאֵׂ י ֶַׁזה ַׁ ִּמצְּ ַָׁוה,ולְּהֵׂ יפֶ ְַּׁך
ַׁ ַׁלִּפְּ עָ ִּמים ַׁע ֹו ֶלה,מֵׂ אָ ַָׁדם ַׁ ַָׁרע
ַׁ .חר
ֵַׁׂ ֹטלַׁא
ֵַׁׂ לְּמעְּ ַָׁלהַׁוְּ נו

ַׁיך ַׁל ְִּּתל ַֹׁות ַׁה ִּח ָסר ַֹׁון
ְַּׁ וְּ ַָׁכל ַׁאָ ַָׁדם ַׁצ ִָּר
ַׁב ַֹׁו; ַׁוְּ הט ַֹׁוב ַׁ ֶשל ַֹׁו ַׁ– ַׁ ֶש ַָׁמא ַׁהוַׁא
ַׁ ַׁ,חרַׁ ֶשעָ ַָׁלהַׁ ְּלמעְּ ַָׁלה
ֵַׁׂ מֵׂ א

And sometimes the opposite
happens: Someone who
usually does bad things can
do a mitzva, and sometimes
it goes up and becomes
connected
to
inspiring
someone else, while he
remains uninspired.
Every person should think
that the bad he finds in
himself is from his own bad
decisions and unholy things he
connected to, and the good
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that he finds in himself,
maybe its really from
someone else that went up
and afterwards came down
to be expressed in him,

ַֹׁוְּ ָרעַׁת ַׁאֲ חֵׂ ִּרים ַׁ– ַׁ ֶש ַָׁמא ַׁהוַׁא ַׁ ֶשלו
ַׁ ַׁ,ֶשי ַָׁרדַׁ ְּלמ ַָׁטה

ַׁחדַׁ–ַׁהי ֵָׂר ְּךַׁעִַּׁם
ַָׁ ֶוְּ ַָׁאזַׁי ְִּּה ֶַׁיהַׁ ֶבאֱ ֶַׁמתַׁא
ַׁחדַׁיחֲ זִּ יקַׁעצְּ מ ַֹׁו
ַָׁ ֶַׁ ֶש ַָׁכלַׁא,ה ְּפ ָר ִּחים
ַׁלִּבְּ ִּחינת ַׁ"י ֵָׂר ְַּׁך" ַׁוְּ לחֲ בֵׂ יר ֹו ְַּׁב ִּחינת
ַׁ ." ֶפרח"ַׁ–ַׁוחֲ בֵׂ ירוַֹׁלְּהֵׂ יפֶ ְַּׁך

ַֹׁהן ַׁלְּה ְּד ִּליק
ֵַׁׂ וְּ ַָׁאז ַׁיָכ ַֹׁול ַׁאהֲ ַֹׁרן ַׁהכ
ַֹׁהן
ֵַׁׂ  ַׁ ֶשהוַׁא ַׁ'כ,אֵׂ ש ְַּׁב ַָׁכל ַׁהַׁז' ַׁנֵׂר ַֹׁות
ַַׁׁ ֶש ַָׁכלַׁהחֲ סָ ִּדים,"ַׁ" ַׁרבַׁחֶ ֶַׁסד,'גָד ַֹׁול
ַׁ ַׁ–ַֹׁבו

but when he looks at his
friends, he thinks the opposite:
the bad he sees in other
people, maybe it’s from his
own unholiness that came
down to effect these people,
and that’s why they are in such
a bad state, whereas the good
in them is from their own hard
work.
Then, when everyone will do
that, we will be truly one,
from the bottom to the top,
since each person will
consider himself as the
“bottom” and his friend as
the “top”, and his friend will
do the same thing back to
him, with each person putting
down their own ego.
Then Aharon the Kohen
Gadol will be able to light the
fire of Hashem in all the
seven lamps of the Menorah,
in all the seven groups of the
Jewish People, since he is the
“Kohen
Gadol”
which
corresponds to Hashem’s
attribute of “Abundant
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Kindness” that contains all
Kindnesses,

ְּ יוכל ַׁלְּה ְּמ ִּש
ַׁ"ַׁמ"אהֲ ָבה־רבָה
ֵַׁׂ יך
ַׁ ַׁוְּ ַָׁאז ַׁ ִּמ ֵׂמי ַָׁלא,"ְַּׁל"אהֲ בַׁת־ע ֹו ָלַׁם
ַׁ(שיר
ִּ ַׁ "י ְִּּה ֶַׁיה ַׁ"תוֹכ ֹו ַָׁרצוף ַׁאהֲ בָ ה
ַַֹׁׁכ ִּר ְּש ֵַׁׂפי
ְַּׁ ַׁ ְּב ִּה ְּתגלוַׁתַׁלִּבו,)ַׁי,ה ִּש ִּיריםַׁג
ַׁ .'ש וְ כו
ַׁ ֵׂא
ַׁ ַׁ–ַׁ"וְּ זֶהוַׁ" ְּבהעֲלו ְֹּת ָך ֶַׁאַׁתַׁהנֵׂר ַֹׁות

ַׁ :_.ֹתם
ַָׁ ֶשאהֲ ַֹׁרןַׁי ֲע ֶַׁלהַׁאו



he will be able to draw down
the “infinite love of Hashem”
into our “love of Hashem
based on His creation of the
world”, and our entire being
will be permeated with a
revealed love of Hashem in
our heart like a flaming fire.
This is the idea behind the
first verse of the Parsha:
“When you (Aharon) will
cause the flames of the
Menorah to go up”,
meaning that Aharon will
elevate them -every Jew- who
makes himself into a spiritual
Menorah, by drawing in them
an intense love for Hashem.
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Summary and Lessons in the Service of Hashem
from the Maamar
For this summary, instead of the regular question and answer
form followed by lessons, we will go through the four stages
of how to spiritually make ourselves into a Menorah, as the
Alter Rebbe learns out from the verse:
1- “מ ְּק ָשה-beaten”ִּ
Just like the Menorah was made from
one solid piece of gold that was beaten with a hammer
into the shape of a Menorah, thereby shifting around
the position of the gold, so too we need to shift around
our priorities. We need to shift our physical needs and
concerns to be lower on the priority list, and our
service of Hashem to the top of the priority list. This is
also expressed in how we eat and talk etc. that we don’t
focus on these things as a priority and goal in itself,
rather as a means to accomplish the real goal and
priority of serving Hashem.
2- “ָהב
ַָׁ ז-gold”- The nature of gold is to give off a reddish
shine, similar to the color of fire. This represents a fiery
feeling of fear and love for Hashem. How do we attain
this fear and love? By concentrating on the praises of
Hashem during prayers, especially in Pesukei Dezimra
and the blessing before Shema, which describe at
length how Hashem creates and runs every detail of
the infinite details of creation with His awe-inspiring
power and wisdom.
In particular, we attain this when we reflect on the fact
that Hashem creates the entire world every day. This
is reminded to us when we see that every night the
light of day disappears and every morning Hashem
creates new light and warmth for us. This is true of
each person in particular, that Hashem literally created
him today just like Adam the first man on the day he
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was created. When a person thinks of all this, he will
attain a respect, awe, and shame before Hashem his
Creator and not want to rebel against him and will also
be drawn with a fiery yearning to connect to Hashem
who is so awesome.
3- “ַׁדַׁפ ְּר ָחה
ִּ עדַׁיְּ ֵׂרכָ ה ַׁע-all of its details, from its top to its
bottom were from one solid piece of gold”- Just like the
Menorah had many components from its top to its
bottom that were all essentially connected and made
from one single piece, so too the entire Jewish People,
from the greatest Tzadikim to the simplest Jew are all
essentially connected and one single entity. However,
this connection is only apparent when a person is free
from sin, since sin changes his appearance of “pure
gold”. To restore his purity and revealed connection to
Tzadikim and everyone else, he needs to free himself
from his connection to base physical desires.
How can one who feels stuck in physical desires pull
himself out? The answer is that the same Hashem who
gave us the Yetzer Hara (physical desires) also gives us
the power to leave the limitationsַׁ ) ַׁ( ִּמצְּ ר ִַּׁיםof those
desires and reconnect to Hashem even stronger than
before we had to deal them. This is also accomplished
during prayer, where a person has the ability to get rid
of his unholy thoughts by focusing his mind on the
true greatness of Hashem. By focusing on how
Hashem creates everything every morning and himself
in particular he comes to a recognition of Hashem.
Then after Shemona Esrai he compares his newfound
awareness of Hashem to his usual thoughts of physical
desires and he truly regrets that mode of thinking, and
asks Hashem to help him. By doing this every day he
receives strength from Hashem to continue his proper
thoughts throughout the day, thereby enabling him to
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free himself of the limitations of the Yetzer Hara and
returning to be “pure gold” unblemished of unholy
conduct. Then his connection to Tzadikim and the
entire Jewish People becomes fully revealed again.
4- “הַׁהוא
ִּ ַׁמ ְּק ָש
ִּ דַׁפ ְּר ָחה
ִּ עדַׁיְּ ֵׂרכָ הַׁע-from its top to its bottom,
the entire Menorah was made of one solid piece”Besides for nullifying our ego towards Hashem
through prayer, we also need to nullify our ego
towards other people. One way to do this is to reflect
on the following concept:
Just like in the Menorah, the gold that started out in the
block on top, through the blows of the hammer shifted
position towards the bottom, and gold originally
positioned at the bottom of the block, through the
blows of the hammer shifted position towards the top,
so too all the Jewish souls are interconnected and have
a “shifting effect” on each other. This means that
sometimes an average person becomes inspired to do
more Mitzvos and learn more Torah etc., not because
of his own merits but because he is receiving this
inspiration from someone else’s soul that is connected
to his. The opposite is also true, sometimes an average
person becomes overwhelmed with negative desires
and feelings which drags him down to sin, not because
of his own bad behavior, but because he was affected
negatively by someone else’s soul that became
connected to his. When we look at someone else, we
should judge them that the good things they do are
from their own hard work, and the sins they do is from
my own bad behavior that had a negative effect on
them. And when we look at ourselves, we should
judge ourselves that the good things we do are because
we receive inspiration from other peoples’ good
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behavior, and when we sin it is our own fault that we
chose not to listen to Hashem.
When we think that way, we can nullify our ego
towards other people, seeing only the good in them
and attributing their flaws to the fact that we need to
work more on ourselves.
The Maamar concludes that after we spiritually make
ourselves into a Menorah by nullifying our ego and physical
desires and working to fear Hashem during prayer, then
Aharon, the level of Hashem’s abundant kindnesses, will
“light us up”. Meaning that Hashem will reveal in us a great
fiery and illuminated love for Hashem during prayer, on an
infinitely deeper level than we could every create only
through our own efforts. (See Lesson is Torah Or for Parshas
Ki Sisa for more on this.)
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Sponsored by:
Rabbi Roberto and
Margie Szerer,
in loving memory of
Gladys SzererSarah Bat Shalom Z''L
Did you enjoy this maamar? Please help continue this project
grow to translate more maamarim and reach more people! A
monthly donation of even $18 will help spread Chassidus!
Donations can be made at
www.donorbox.org/learnchassidus
for dedications email me at avraham.t.katz@gmail.com

לזכות רגל הנישואין
של החה"ת ר' שמעון בן רחל
וב"ג הכלה מרת חיה מושקא בת ביילא נחמה
דעקסטער
 תשע"ט,כד סיון
שה' יברכם בבית נאמן וחסידי וכל טוב בגו"ר
לזכות רבקה בת חי׳ רחל
שתגדל לתורה ולחופה ולעשים טובים
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