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ב"ה
Please Donate to Keep this
Project Going!
Please help this project continue so that Torah Or and
Likutei Torah will be available to Jews around the world
in the language they understand.

Please become a monthly donor of $18.
Please make yourself available to the Alter
Rebbe, who wants his maamarim to be available
to every Jew in the world.
Please take 5 minutes and sign up online at
www.Donorbox.org/LearnChassidus to become
a monthly donor of $18.
With these $18 a month, you will have the tremendous merit
of having translated the Torah Or and Likutei Torah, making it
available to Jews all around the world, and will receive the
tremendous merit and blessings that come with that!
For additional sponsorship opportunities, or questions on the
project, email me at lessonsinlikutaytorah@gmail.com
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ב"ה

Likutay Torah
תוֹ ֵרהֵ ֵ
לִ ּק ּוטֵיֵ ֵּ
ח ַׁ
שת ְׁשל ַׁ
פ ָָּּר ַׁ
מַ אֲ מָ ר
שלחַׁלְׁ ָּךַַׁׁ 1
ְַׁׁ
ַדף ל ו עַ מוד ג'

ַׁ

”“Mitzvos in Action
In Parshas Shelach, Hashem gives Moshe permission to send spies in order
to investigate Eretz Yisroel (the Land of Israel) before the Jewish People
enter. These “spies” were none other than the leaders of the tribes, who
were great, spiritual men.
The purpose of their mission was to figure out the most strategic way to
enter the land in order to conquer it, and to report to the Jewish people

ֶ ( 1נ ֱאמַ ר ְּב ַש ָבת ָפ ָר ַשת ְּש ַל ח ,כח סִ י ָוןְּ ,מ ָב ְּרכִ ים הַ ח ֶֹדש ַתמוז תקס"ז ְּבמָ אה ִל יב .הַ נ ֹו ַס ח
ְּל ָפנֵינו הוא מֵ הַ נָחַ ת הַ מַ הַ ִר י"ל הַ ַמ ְּתחִ י ָלה " עִ ְּנ ַין הַ ְּמ ַר ְּג ִל ים"ֵ .ב יאור – הַ ַמ ֲאמָ ר לְּקַ ָמן ִדבור
ֹאמרו אֶ ל ָכל עֲדַ ת ְּב ֵנ י י ְִּש ָראֵ ל".
הַ ַמ ְּתחִ יל " ַו י ְּ
נ ֹו ַס ח אַ חֵ ר – הַ נָחַ ת אַ ְּדמו"ר הָ אֶ ְּמצָעִ י – נ ְִּד ַפס ְּבמַ אַ ְּמ ֵר י אַ ְּדמו"ר הַ זָקֵ ן תקס"ז עַ מוד רכג
ומַ ְּתחִ יל "וַיַהַ ס ָכלֵב" .וְּ עִ ם הַ גָה ֹות הַ צֶמַ ח צ ֶֶדק ִמ ְּש ַנת תרכ"ב; תרכ"ה – א ֹור הַ תו ָֹרה ְּש ַל ח
( ַב ִמ ְּד ָבר כ ֶֶר ְּך ב) עַ מוד תמ גִ .קיצור – ָשם עַ מוד תנה .הַ גָהָ ה – ָשם עַ מוד תסו.
הַ גָהוֹת ַלנ ְִּד ָפס ְּל ָפנֵינו – ָשם ֶכ ֶר ְּך ב עַ מוד תנטְּ .תחִ ַלת מֵ הַ ַמ ֲאמָ ר ֶש ְּל ָפנֵינו ְּב ִשינו יִים ,הַ גָהוֹת
וְּ ִק יצו ִר ים – אוֹר הַ תו ָֹרה ְּש ַל ח ( ַב ִמ ְּד ָבר ֶכ ֶר ְּך ה) ה ֹו ָס פ ֹות עַ מוד ְּ .49ר ִש ימָ ה " ַו יַהַ ס ָכ ֵלב" – ָשם
עַ מוד ִ .52דבור הַ ַמ ְּתחִ יל "ט ֹו ָבה הָ אָ ֶרץ ְּמ ֹאד" תקפ"ו – ָשם עַ מוד ְּ ( 52פ ָר ִק ים א־ב).
ְּמ יו ָסד עַ ל מַ ֲאמָ ר זֶה ו ֵב יאור ֹו – ִדבור הַ ַמ ְּתחִ יל " ַו יַהַ ס ָכ ֵלב" – מַ אַ ְּמ ֵרי אַ ְּדמו"ר הָ אֶ ְּמצָעִ י
ַב ִמ ְּד ָבר חֵ ֶלק ג עַ מוד תתקצא.
ְּראֵ ה ִדבור הַ ַמ ְּתחִ יל "לְּהָ בִ ין עִ ְּנ ַין הַ ְּמ ַר ְּג ִל ים" – מַ אַ ְּמ ֵר י אַ ְּדמו"ר הַ זָקֵ ן עַ ל הַ תו ָֹרה חֵ לֶק ב עַ מוד
תרכִ .דבור הַ ַמ ְּתחִ יל "אִ ם חָ פֵץ" תשמ"ה).
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about the greatness of Eretz Yisroel so that they will be more excited to
enter.
What actually happened was that they saw that the people living in the
land were very strong, and instead came back with a report that they felt
that the Land could not be conquered, and that the Jewish People should
remain in the desert.
On a simple level it is very difficult to understand how they would come
to fail their mission so utterly, considering their own spiritual greatness.
Chassidus explains that it is precisely because of their spiritual level that
they wished to remain in the desert - occupied with spiritual pursuits –
rather than entering the physical land with its physical distractions:

)(א

Chapter 1

ְׁ “Send for yourself spies [to
"שלַח ְּל ָך ֲא נ ִָשים [וְּ יָתֻ רו אֶ ת אֶ ֶרץ ְּכנַעַ ן
 ֲא ֶשר ֲא ִנ י נֹתֵ ן לִבְּ נֵי י ְִּש ָראֵ ל אִ יש אֶ חָ ד אִ ישinvestigate the land of Kenaan that
] אֶ חָ ד ְּל מַ ֵטה ֲא בֹתָ יו ִת ְּשלָחו כֹל נ ִָש יא בָהֶ םI (Hashem) give to the Children of
:) ב,כו'" ֵ(ריש פ ָָר ָשתֵ נו יג

Yisroel. Each tribe shall send one
person, which will be the leader of
his tribe].” (Bamidbar 13:2)

The Alter Rebbe will start off by asking three questions on the idea of the
spies and Eretz Yisroel:

," ֶשהָ יו "נ ְִּשיאֵ י הָ עֵ ָדה,עִ ְּניַן הַ ְּמ ַר ְּגלִים
 – ומַ ה ַטעַ ם ֶשל ֹא ָרצו2"'"אַ נ ְֵּשי ֵשם כו
?ִיכ ֵנס לְּאֶ ֶרץ י ְִּש ָראֵ ל
ָ ל

1 - We need to understand the
deeper meaning of these “spies,”
who were “the leaders of the
congregation,” and “men of
renown.” What is the reason
that they did not want to enter
Eretz Yisroel?

וְּ ַגם ְּלהָ בִ ין מָ הות מַ ְּד ֵר ַג ת אֶ ֶרץ
 "הָ אָ ֶרץ ֲא ֶשר:3  הִ ֵנה ְּכ ִתיב,י ְִּש ָראֵ ל
– "נָתַ ִתי לָהֶ ם אֶ ֶרץ ָז ַבת חָ לָב ו ְּדבָש

2 - We also need to understand:
What is the level of “Eretz
Yisroel,” as described in the
verse (see Yechezkal 20:15) “The

.)" " ְּנ ִשיאֵ י עֵ דָ ה ְּק ִראֵ י מוֹעֵ ד אַ ְּנ ֵש י ֵשם: ב, (ק ַֹרח טז2
 "הָ אָ ֶרץ ֲא ֶשר נָתַ ִת י ָז ַבת חָ לָב: טו, יְּחֶ זְּקֵ אל כ." "הָ אָ ֶרץ ֲא ֶשר נָתַ ִת י לָהֶ ם: יב, (עַ ל ִפי חֻ ַקת כ3
.)"ו ְּד ַבש
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?ומַ ה ֶש ַבח הוא ֶזה

Land that I (Hashem) have given
to them, is a Land flowing with
milk and honey.” What is the
meaning of this praise of flowing
with milk and honey?

ְּ אַ ְּך צ ִָר
 ְּדהִ ֵנה ָכל הַ ִמצְּ ֹו ת,יך ְּלהָ בִ ין
 רו ָבם ְּככו ָלם ְּתלו ִים ַדוְּ קָ א,מַ ע ֲִשי ֹו ת
 ובִ פְּ ָרט עִ ְּניְּי ֵני ז ְָּרעִ ים,4 ְּבאֶ ֶרץ י ְִּש ָראֵ ל
?וְּ קָ ָד ִשים

3 – However, to understand this,
we need to understand another
point: From all of the action
based mitzvos, why are the vast
majority dependent specifically
on Eretz Yisroel, especially
those relating to agriculture and
the Bais Hamikdash?

.)(ו ַב ִמ ְּד ָבר הָ יו הַ ָק ְּרבָנ ֹות לְּפִ י ָשעָ ה

(Even though in the desert the
Jewish people also brought
Korbanos, nevertheless, this was
only temporary. However, to
bring Korbanos as a permanent
practice requires the Beis
Hamikdash in the Land of Isreal).

To answer those three questions, the Alter Rebbe will ask another general
question. Based on the answer to that general question, he will come back
to explain the first set of questions:

"כי ל ֹא עַ ל
ִ :) ג,הִ ֵנה ְּכ ִתיב ְּ(ראֵ ה ח
 ִכי עַל כָל,הַ לֶחֶ ם ְּלבַד ֹו י ְִּחיֶה הָ אָ ָדם
."'ֹמ ֹוצָא פִ י ה' ְוגו
ְּ וְּ צ ִָר
 ַו ֲהל ֹא,יך ְּלהָ בִ ין הַ י ְִּתר ֹון ֶש ְּבלֶחֶ ם
 ְּכמ ֹו,הָ אָ ָדם גַם כֵן ְּב"מַ אֲ מָ ר" נִבְּ ָרא
 " ַנע ֲֶשה:) כו,אשית א
ִ ֶשכָתוב ְּ(ב ֵר

Now, it is written (Devarim 8:3):
“For not on bread alone does a
man live, rather, he lives on
whatever comes forth from the
Mouth of Hashem.”
We need to understand: What is
the advantage of the “Words
from Hashem” that are invested in
bread? Is the person himself not

 "הַ ִמצְּ וֹת: ד, ו ְּלקַ ָמן ְּב ִדבור הַ ַמ ְּתחִ יל "וְּ הָ יָה ָלכֶם לְּצִ יצִ ית" הָ ִראש ֹון מג. ( ְּראֵ ה ְּלקַ ָמן ַב ֵב יאור4
' וְּ 'אַ ְּר ַב ע הַ יָדוֹת.יש ית מֵ ְּרמַ "ח ִמצְּ וֹת
ִ מַ ע ֲִש יוֹת ֶשנ ֹו ֲה גִ ין ְּבחוץ לָאָ ֶרץ אֵ ינָם אֶ לָא ְּב עֵ ֶר ְּך חֵ לֶק ֲח ִמ
 ְּכמ ֹו קָ ְּרבָנוֹת, וְּ רובָן ִבזְּמַ ן ֶש ֵב ית הַ ִמ ְּק ָדש קַ יָים,אֵ ינ ֹו נוֹהֵ ג ִכי אִ ם ְּבאֶ ֶרץ ִי ְּש ָראֵ ל ַדוְּ קָ א
.)"וְּ דוֹמֵ יהֶ ן
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ְּ  וְּ ל ָָמה צ ִָר,"'אָ ָדם כו
יך הָ אָ ָדם לְּקַ ֵבל
?חַ יו ת ֹו מֵ הַ לֶחֶ ם ַדוְּ קָ א

"' ִכי "מ ֹו ָצא פִ י ה,אַ ְּך הָ עִ ְּנ ָין הוא
 הוא עִ ְּניַן הָ " ְּרפַ"ח נִיצוֹצִ ין,ֶש ְּב ַדצַ"ח
."ֶשנָפְּ לו ִב ְּשבִ ַירת הַ ֵכלִים

also created through the
“speech” of Hashem, as it is
written
(Bereishis
1:26),
“(Hashem told the angels:) Let us
make man.” If so, why does a
person need to receive his life
specifically from the “words
from Hashem” that are invested in
the bread?
The idea is as follows: The
“Words from Hashem’s Mouth”
that are invested in the created
beings contain the “288 Sparks
of Tohu that fell in the
‘Shattering of the Keilim
[Vessels].’”

The World of Tohu is a spiritual level of Divine Light. On this level, there
are Ten Sefiros - ten ways that Hashem expresses Himself. These Sefiros
are each expressed in an unlimited capacity. The term “Keilim” refers to
the specific function and definition of each Sefira, like the nature of
Kindness, which is to be kind and giving.
Now, for example, when Chesed-Kindness was expressed without limits,
this left no room for Gevura-Restriction. When Gevura was also expressed
without limit, this left no room for Chesed.
Because each Sefira was expressed infinitely, when it came to produce
something tangible and concrete, the Ten Sefiros could not work together.
Therefore, the results came out ‘shattered,’ as the result of the multiple
forces operating in completely different modes.
The chaotic nature of things in our physical world is a reflection of the
“Shattering of the Keilim” of the Sefiros of Tohu.
However, even though things in this world are chaotic and “shattered,”
they possess an element of infinity due to the Infinite Light of Hashem that
was originally revealed in the Sefiros of Tohu.
The element of Divine Infinity present in creations is referred to as the
“288 Sparks” that fell into our world from Tohu.
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,"וְּ הָ אָ ָדם הוא מֵ הַ " ִתיקון

However, a person is from the
level of “Tikun.”

The word “Tikun” means to fix or establish. The World of Atzilus is where
the “chaotic” aspect of Tohu was corrected. This comes from the following
idea: In Atzilus (Tikun) the Light of Hashem became integrated into the
Sefiros in such a limited manner so that all the Sefiros were able to work
together.
For example, Chesed is expressed in a limited manner, to give room for
Gevura. By Chesed and Gevura giving room for each other, they are able
to actually work together.
This advantage of the Sefiros merging together is expressed in the order
and continuity of whatever is produced from Tikun. However, it lacks that
unlimited aspect that Tohu possesses. This is why the goal is to bring the
unlimited aspect of Tohu and incorporate it into the orderly system of
Tikun.
A Jewish person’s Divine soul is from the World of Tikun (Atzilus). A
Jew possesses the capability to bring order and continuity into the chaos
of our world. By doing so, he receives from the unlimited spiritual source
of the physical things he “corrects.”

ְּ וְּ ָל ֵכן צ ִָר
יך הָ אָ ָדם לְּקַ ֵבל חַ יו ת ֹו
 לְּפִ י ֶשש ֶֹרש הָ ְּר ַפ"ח,ִמ ַדצַ"ח ַדוְּ קָ א
 ַּכ ְמב ֹואר,נִיצוֹצִ ין הוא ְּמ ֹאד ַנ ֲע ֶלה
.ְבמק ֹום ַּאחֵ ר

וכְּ מ ֹו ֵכן עִ ְּנ ַין י ְִּר ַידת הַ נ ְָּשמָ ה לָ ע ֹולָם־
 הוא ְּכ ֵדי "לְּאַ ַכפְּ יָיא,הַ זֶה הַ ָש ֵפל ַדוְּ קָ א
 ִבכְּ ֵדי ֶשעַל י ְֵּדי זֶה,5 "ְּל סִ טְּ ָרא־אָ חֳ ָרא
ְּ "אִ סְּ ַת ַל ק יְּקָ ָרא ְּדקו ְּד ָשא ְּב ִר
,"יך־הוא

This is why a person needs to
receive his life specifically from
the physical creations, since the
source of these “288 Sparks of
Tohu” found in physicality is
extremely lofty, higher than the
spiritual World of Atzilus, which
is the direct source of the Divine
soul.
Similarly, the descent of the
Divine soul into this world is in
order to “subdue the Sitra
Achra (the side opposed to
holiness),” so that, through this
service, “the Glory of the Holy
One, Blessed be He, should

.) ב, (זֹהַ ר חֵ לֶק ב קכח5
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. ַדוְּ קָ א6 ְּכ ִי ְּתר ֹון א ֹור הַ ָבא ִמן הַ ח ֶֹש ְּך

וכְּ מ ֹו עַ ל ֶד ֶר ְּך מָ ָשל ִמג ְַּרעִ ין הַ ִנז ְָּרע
 ֶשעַ ל י ְֵּדי הָ ִר ָקב ֹון ֶשנ ְִּרקָ ב,ָבאָ ֶרץ
 הוא צוֹמֵ חַ אַ חַ ר כ ְָּך,וְּ נִפְּ סָ ד ָבאָ ֶרץ
ְּב תוֹסֶ ֶפ ת ַרב ו"כְּ ִי ְּתר ֹון הָ א ֹור [ ִמן
."'הַ ח ֶֹש ְּך] כו

ascend and be revealed,” with the
advantage of Light that comes
specifically from transformed
darkness.
By way of example, this is like a
seed that is planted in the
ground. Through the process of
the seed rotting and losing its
original form in the ground, it
then
grows
exponentially
greater, like “the advantage of
light [that is produced from
darkness].” (See Koheles 2:13)

The entire verse from Koheles says that, "שיֵש י ְִּתרוֹן לַחָ כְּ ָמה ִמן
ֶ יתי אָ נִ י
ִ וְּ ָר ִא
ֹש ְּך
ֶ יתרוֹן הָ אוֹר ִמן הַ ח
ְּ  – הַ ִסכְּ לות ִכI have seen that there is an advantage to
wisdom over foolishness like that of light from darkness.” The simple
meaning is that wisdom dispels foolishness like light dispels darkness.
However, the deeper meaning is that there is an advantage in light when it
shines in a dark place. For example, prior to Pesach, when we check for
chametz, we must do so using a candle in a dark room. Similarly, there is
an advantage in wisdom when it comes from transformed foolishness. For
example, when someone committed a sin, which is something foolish, and
then repents, which is a wise choice, he attains a deeper level of connection
to Hashem through the intensity of his teshuva-repentance.
This concept applies to the seed in the ground and to the soul descending
to the world as well. Through the seed coming to a place of “darkness,”
where it rots in the ground and loses its previous form, it attains a greater
“light” of growth into a much greater plant.
When the soul descends into the spiritual darkness of this world, and
overcomes the struggles here, it attains a much greater connection to
Hashem.

 ְּדהִ ֵנה אֵ לִיָהו אָ מַ ר,ובֵ יאור הָ עִ ְּנ ָין
:7 "ַב" ִתיקונִים

The explanation of this concept:
Eliyahu HaNavi said in the
Tikunei Zohar (17a):
.)"ֹש ְּך
ֶ  " ִכ ְּיתרוֹן הָ אוֹר ִמן הַ ח: יג, (קֹהֶ לֶת ב6

.) א, ( ִתקונֵי זֹהַ ר ַבהַ ְּק ָדמָ ה " פָתַ ח אֵ ִל יָהו" יז7

8

9
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,אַ ְּנ ְּת הוא ְּדאַ ִפיקַ ת ע ֲַשר ִתקונִין
 לְּאַ נְּהָ ָג א,וְּ קָ ִרי ָנן ְּלה ֹון ע ֲַשר סְּ פִ ָירן
ימין ְּד ָלא אִ ְּת ַג ְּליָין
ִ בְּ ה ֹון עָ ְּל ִמין סְּ ִת
:8 'כו

“You (Hashem) produced Ten
‘Tikunim-Garments’ and called
them Ten Sefiros, and through
them You guide the hidden
worlds that are not revealed,
[and the revealed worlds].”

.9 "עָ ְּל ִמין" הוא ִמ ְּל ש ֹון הֶ עְּ ֵלם

The word ‘עָּ לְׁ ִמין-worlds’ comes
from
the
root
‘ ֶה ְׁעלַׁםconcealment.’

The nature of the created worlds is to conceal Hashem’s Light and
Oneness, giving the impression that they are separate from Hashem, when
in truth they are not.

 הֵ י ַכל:"וְּ נ ְִּק ָרא ַבזוֹהַ ר "הֵ יכָל ֹו ת
 הֵ י ַכל הַ זְּכו ת, הֵ י ַכל הַ ְּגבו ָרה,הַ חֶ סֶ ד
.'כו

These ‘worlds of concealment’
are also referred to in the Zohar
as ‘היכָּלוַׁת-Heichalos,’ such as
‘The Heichal of Kindness, the
Heichal of Severity, the Heichal
of Merit,’ etc.,’

ובְּ ת ֹו ָכם נ ְָּשמ ֹות ֶש" ֶנ ֱהנִין ִמזִיו
,10 "הַ ְּשכִ ינָה

and in these ‘Heichalos’ dwell
souls that “appreciate the
revelation of the Shechina
[Divine Presence];”

ומַ לְּאָ כִ ים ֶשעו ְֹּמ ִדים ְּבאַ ֲה ָבה וְּ י ְִּראָ ה
:'ָו ַפחַ ד כו

And in those ‘Heichalos’ are also
angels who ‘stand’ in love, fear,
and awe of Hashem.

,ְּכמ ֹו "מַ חֲ ֵנה ִמיכָאֵ ל" – ְּב ִחינַת אַ ֲה ָבה
ו"מַ חֲ ֵנה גַבְּ ִריאֵ ל" – ְּב ִחינַת י ְִּראָ ה
 "נְּהַ ר ִדינור:11  ְּכמַ אֲ מַ ר ַר ַז"ל,ָו ַפחַ ד

For example, the ‘Camp of
Angels associated with Michoel,’
whose service of Hashem is
primarily with the aspect of love,

 לְּהַ נְּהִ יג בָהֶ ם, וְּ קו ְֹּראִ ים לָהֶ ם עֶ ֶשר סְּ פִ ירוֹת, אַ ָתה הוא ֶשה ֹוצֵאתָ ע ֲָש ָרה ִת יקו ִנ ים: ( ַת ְּר גום8
.)ע ֹולָמוֹת סְּ תו ִמ ים ֶשאֵ ינָם ִמ ְּת ג ִַל ים
.) א, ( ִתקונֵי זֹהַ ר ִתקון מב פב9
.) א, ( ְּראֵ ה ְּב ָרכ ֹות יז10
.) סוֹף עַ מוד ב, ( ֲח גִ י ָגה יג11
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."'י ֹו ֵצא ִמזֵיעָ תָ ן ֶשל חַ י ֹו ת כו

and the ‘Camp of Angels
associated with Gavriel,’ whose
primary service of Hashem is with
the aspects of fear and awe, as
our Sages say (Chagiga 13b), “A
river of spiritual fire is produced
from the ‘spiritual sweat’ of the
Chayos Angels.” This sweat
results from their great fear of
Hashem.

וְּ או ְֹּמ ִרים ִש ָירה ָכל אֶ חָ ד וְּ אֶ חָ ד לְּפִ י
.הַ ָשגָת ֹו

And each angel sings songs of
praise to Hashem according to his
understanding of Hashem’s
greatness.

וְּ הַ "הֵ י ָכל" הוא ְּב ִחינַ ת כ ֹו ֵלל – ֶשכ ֹו ֵלל
.ָכל הַ ְּפ ָר ִטיו ת ֶש ְּבתוֹכ ֹו

Each ‘Heichal’ is a general
spiritual level that contains
many specific aspects.

ְּכמ ֹו "הֵ י ַכל הַ חֶ סֶ ד" – ְּכלָלו ת ֹו הוא
 וְּ הַ ְּפ ָר ִטיו ת ֶש ְּב תוֹכ ֹו הוא,חֶ סֶ ד
' חֶ סֶ ד־ ֶש ְּבחֶ סֶ ד כו,חָ כְּ מָ ה־ ֶש ְּבחֶ סֶ ד
.וְּ ָכל הָ עֶ ֶשר סְּ פִ ירוֹת

For example, the ‘Heichal of
Chesed-Kindness’ is a general
spiritual level of Chesed, and the
specific details it contains
correspond to the different Sefiros
contained in Chesed, like
Chochma of Chesed, Chesed of
Chesed, and all the Ten Sefiros
contained in Chesed.

Each of the Ten Sefiros contains in it aspects of all the other Sefiros as
well. For example, Chesed contains all Ten Sefiros within itself, from
Chochma to Malchus.
These are expressed in Chesed as ten different aspects of kindness. Like
using wisdom to achieve kindness, using understanding to achieve
kindness, using severity to achieve kindness, etc.
Corresponding to these ten aspects of Chesed-Kindness are the many types
of creatures produced by Chesed, such as many different types of souls
and angels that are primarily focused on Chesed.

 ֶשכ ֹו ְּללִים ָכל,וְּ כִ ְּמ ַשל הָ עִ יגול ו ַב ִי ת

This is similar to the analogy of
a circle or a house, which

10
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.הַ ְּפ ָר ִטיו ת ֶש ְּב ת ֹו ָכם

contain all of the many detailed
elements within them.

Within a house there are various different objects and items, but they are
all included in the house, and, moreover, the house is not complete without
each detail. Similarly, each Heichal, literally a chamber, contains many
different aspects, and is not complete without each of them.

:"וְּ זֶהו פֵירוש "לְּאַ נְּהָ ָג א בְּ ה ֹון עָ ְּל ִמין

This is the meaning of “through
the Sefiros, Hashem guides the
‘עָּ לְׁ ִמין-worlds:’”

 ְּב ִחינָה,"עָ ְּל ִמין" הֵ ם ְּב ִחינַת הַ הֵ יכָל ֹו ת
הַ כ ֹו ֶל ֶל ת; ו"לְּאַ נְּהָ ָג א" הוא ְּב ִחינַ ת
.הַ ְּפ ָר ִטיו ת ֶש ְּב ת ֹו ָכם

The ‘עָּ לְׁ ִמין-worlds’ refer to the
‘Heichalos,’ which are general
spiritual levels, and the idea of
Hashem ‘guiding’ them refers to
the detailed creations contained
in those general spiritual levels.

וְּ הַ הֵ י ָכל הוא מַ ֲעלִים ומַ סְּ ִתיר א ֹור
 ֶשל ֹא י ְִּתג ֶַלה,אֵ ין־סוֹף בָרו ְּך־הוא
 ֶשל ֹא יִהְּ יו,לָהֶ ם ִכי אִ ם לְּפִ י הַ ָשגָתָ ם
;ְּבטֵ לִים ְּבאֵ ין־סוֹף בָרו ְּך־הוא

These ‘Heichalos’ conceal and
hide Hashem’s Infinite Light, so
that it shouldn’t be revealed to
those creations more than they
can handle according to their
ability to understand. This is
done so that they shouldn’t lose
their independent existence and
revert to being completely
consumed within the Infinite
Truth of Hashem.

,לְּפִ י ֶשהֵ ם ַב ֲעלֵי גְּ בול מֵ אַ ִין ְּליֵש
וְּ אֵ י ָנם מֵ עֵ ֶר ְּך ו ַָמהו ת אֵ ין־סוֹף בָרו ְּך־
הוא ֶש"אֵ ין ל ֹו ְּת ִח ָלה וְּ אֵ ין ל ֹו
,12 "ִתכְּ ָלה

This could happen since they are
limited beings that are created
something from nothing, and
are totally incomparable to the
type of existence of the Infinite
Hashem, who has “no beginning
and no end.”

.) הֶ ְּמ ֵש ְּך תרס"ו עַ מוד כ. ( ְּראֵ ה ח ֹו ַבת הַ ְּלבָבוֹת ַש עַ ר הַ ִיחוד סוֹף ֶפ ֶרק ה12
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ְּ וְּ ָל ֵכן צ ִָר
יך הַ הֵ י ָכל ְּלהַ ֲעלִים ו ְּלהַ סְּ ִתיר
'כו
(ובִ בְּ ִחינַת ֲא צִ ילות הוא ְּב ִחינַת אוֹר ֹו ת
,)וְּ ֵכלִים

It is therefore needed for these
‘Heichalos’ to hide and conceal
the Infinite Light.
(The Tzemach Tzedek adds: In
Atzilus, where there is not such a
concealment on the Infinite Light,
Hashem still ‘guides worlds,’ in
the aspect of the Light becoming
invested in the Keilim.

Unlike in the created worlds where the ‘Heichalos’ hide the Light from
being revealed, in Atzilus, the Keilim of the Sefiros ‘channel’ the Light
into specific revelations, as opposed to a simple, indivisible Light. On this
level, the Light is not truly hidden. However, it is somewhat limited by the
Keilim. This is very different from the created worlds, where the Light is
truly hidden).

עַ ד ֶש ְּב ִה ְּש ַת ְּל ְּשלו ת ַרב ֹות ַנע ֲֶשה
 ֶשאֵ ין נ ְִּראֶ ה,ָשמַ ִים וָאָ ֶרץ ג ְַּש ִמיִים
 ִכי אִ ם ִבבְּ ִחינַת,ְּבת ֹו ָכם אֱ ל ֹקו ת ְּכלָל
 ְּב ִחינַת,יֵש וְּ ָדבָ ר נִפְּ ָרד ִבפְּ נֵי עַ צְּ מ ֹו
.סִ טְּ ָרא־אָ חֳ ָרא

This concealment, created by the
‘Heichalos,’ affects an entire
series of concealments on the
Light until there can be the
existence of the physical heavens
and earth where ElokusDivinity is not revealed at all;
rather they seem to be
completely separate entities,
referred to as the “Sitra AcharaThe other side,”

I.e., they appear as something ‘other’ than Hashem’s Light and power,
when in truth, there is nothing ‘other’ or separate from Hashem.

וְּ זֶהו עִ ְּניַן י ְִּר ַידת הַ נ ְָּשמָ ה לָ ע ֹולָם־הַ זֶה
,  י ְִּר ָידה ְּל צו ֶֹר ְּך ֲעל ִָיה,הַ ָש ֵפל ַדוְּ קָ א

This is the purpose of the
descent of the soul to this lowly
world specifically – that the
descent should bring to a much
greater ascent.

ְּכ ֵדי "לְּאַ ַכפְּ ָיא ְּל סִ טְּ ָרא אָ חֳ ָרא" עַ ל י ְֵּדי
 וְּ עַ ל י ְֵּדי ֶזה "אִ סְּ ַתלֵק,""סור מֵ ָרע
ְּ יְּקָ ָרא ְּדקו ְּד ָשא ְּב ִר
יך־ הוא ְּבכו ְּלהו

This is accomplished when “the
Sitra Achara-Side of Otherness”
is subdued through “Sur mi’ra -

12
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,"עָ ְּל ִמין

turning away from bad things,”
which causes “the Glory of the
Holy One, blessed be He, to be
revealed in a lofty manner in all of
the worlds.” (Zohar II, 128b)

"ֶשל ֹא יִהְּ יו הַ " ֵכלִים" וְּ הָ "הֵ יכָל ֹות
ִבבְּ ִחינַ ת מַ סְּ ִת ִירים א ֹור אֵ ין־סוֹף
,בָרו ְּך־הוא

This causes the “Keilim” and
“Heichalos” to cease to conceal
Hashem’s Infinite Light to the
same extent.

ַרק ֶשיִהְּ יֶה ְּב ִחינַת ֵכלִים לְּקַ ֵבל גִילוי
,א ֹור אֵ ין־סוֹף בָרו ְּך־הוא

Instead, of concealing Hashem’s
Infinite Light, this effects that
these “Keilim” and “Heichalos”
should be vessels to receive the
revelation of Hashem’s Infinite
Light,

 ִמצְּ ֹו ת,"עַ ל י ְֵּדי ְּב ִחינַת " ַוע ֲֵשה ט ֹוב
 " ְּרמַ "ח ְּפ קו ִדין – ְּרמַ "ח,מַ ע ֲִשי ֹו ת
.13 "בָרין ְּדמַ לְּכָא
ִ ֵא

through “Asei tov - doing good
things,” which are the actions of
the Mitzvos, since “the 248
Mitzvos are the 248 ‘Limbs of
the King.’” (Tikunei Zohar,
Tikun 30)

The maamar will soon explain that the mitzvos are compared to “limbs”
since they receive Hashem’s Infinte Light like a limb receives life from
the soul.
However, not only are the mitzvos “vessels” to receive the Light and Lifeforce from Hashem, they actually draw down His Light into them, and,
through them, into the world.

ְּ ַרק ֶש ִמ ְּת ִח ָלה צ ִָר
יך ִלהְּ י ֹו ת ְּב ִחינַת
 ְּב ִחינַת "אִ ְּתכַפְּ יָיא,""סור מֵ ָרע
,"סִ טְּ ָרא־אָ חֳ ָרא

However, before that revelation
in the world through mitzvos can
happen, there must be people
who “turn away from doing bad
things,” which subdues the
“Sitra Achara - Side of
Otherness.”

.)( ְּראֵ ה ִתקונֵי זֹהַ ר ִתקון ל

13
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 "וְּ ל ֹא:) לט,ְּכמ ֹו ֶשכָתוב (פ ָָר ָשתֵ נו טו
חֲרי עֵינֵיכֶם
ֵ ַחֲרי ְּל בַבְּ כֶם וְּ א
ֵ ַתָ תורו א
 וְּ עַ ל י ְֵּדי זֶה "אִ סְּ ַת ֵלק יְּקָ ָרא,"'ֹוְגו
ְּ ְּדקו ְּד ָשא ְּב ִר
,"יך־הוא

As is it first written in the verse
(Bamidbar 15:39), “And you
should not stay after the unholy
desires of your [animal soul’s]
heart and after [unholy things]
that you see with your eyes,” and
then the next verse says, “And you
shall then be holy to Hashem,”
meaning that by not straying after
unholy desires, this causes “the
Glory of the Holy One, blessed
be He, to be revealed in a lofty
manner in all of the worlds.”

וְּ אָ ז יְּכ ֹולִים לְּקַ ֵבל עַל י ְֵּדי ְּב ִחינַת
" ַוע ֲֵשה ט ֹוב" – גִילוי א ֹור אֵ ין־סוֹף
בָרו ְּך־הוא לְּמַ ָטה עַל י ְֵּדי ְּרמַ "ח
.ִמצְּ וֹת־ ֲע ֵֹשה

Then, through “Asei tov - doing
good things,” we will be able to
receive the revelation of
Hashem’s Infinite Light down
here in this world through the
active fulfillment of the 248
Mitzvos.

,14 "ְּד"או ַֹריְּיתָ א מֵ חָ כְּ מָ ה נָפְּ קַ ת
וְּ הַ ִמצְּ ֹו ת הֵ ם ְּרמַ "ח הַ ְּמ ָשכוֹת
,מֵ חָ כְּ מָ ה־עִ ילָאָ ה

This ability of the mitzvos to
reveal Hashem is because “the
Torah comes forth from
Hashem’s Wisdom,” (Zohar II,
62a), and the mitzvos are 248
channels of bringing down Light
and Life from Hashem’s
Wisdom Above (in Atzilus).

– "בָרין ְּדמַ לְּכָא
ִ ֵוְּ ָל ֵכן נ ְִּק ָר ִאים "א
בָרים ֶשנ ְִּמ ָש ְּך ְּב ת ֹו ָכם
ִ ִֵכ ְּמ ַשל הָ א
. ַחַ יו ת מֵ הַ מוֹח

This is why they are called “the
Limbs of the King,” like the
limbs of a person’s body, that
receive the life that comes to
them from the (soul whose main
revelation is in the) brain.

 ֶש ַבמוֹחַ מַ ְּרגִיש ְּכאֵ ב,כַנ ְִּראֶ ה בְּ חוש

Like we see in our lives, where
the brain feels the pain of all the

.) א, רסא. א, קפב. א, פא: חֵ לֶק ג. א, קכא. א, פה. א, סב: (זֹהַ ר חֵ לֶק ב14
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– 'בָרים כו
ִ ֵֶשל ָכל הָ א
ְּכמ ֹו ֵכן עַל י ְֵּדי הַ ִמצְּ ֹות נ ְִּמ ָש ְּך אֵ ין־סוֹף
בָרו ְּך־הוא ִמ ְּב ִחינַת חָ כְּ מָ ה־עִ ילָאָ ה
וְּ "עָ ְּל ִמין
"ימין
ִ סְּ ִת
ְּל"עָ ְּל ִמין
."ְּדאִ ְּת ַג ְּליָין

limbs, proving that all of the life
of the body is centered in the brain
and extends to all the limbs.
So too through the mitzvos,
Hashem’s Infinite Light is
drawn down from His Wisdom
Above into the “hidden worlds”
and “revealed worlds.”

Now that the Alter Rebbe explained how mitzvos bring Hashem’s Light
into this world, he will go back to explain why it is that specifically in
Eretz Yisroel we are able to fulfill all the mitzvos, and why the Land is
called “flowing with milk and honey:”

"ת ֵרין
ְּ וְּ "חָ לָ ב ו ְּדבָש" הֵ ם ְּב ִחינַת
 "י ְִּמי ָנ א, – חֶ סֶ ד וגְּ בו ָרה15 "ְּדרוֹעִ ין
,16 "'ו ְּשמָ א ָלא ובֵי ַניְּיהו כ ַָלה כו

“Milk and honey” represent
“the two arms” of Kindness and
Severity,
referred
to
as
“Between the right arm and the
left arm (of Z’eir Anpin), the
‘Bride’ (Malchus) approaches,”

The Chesed-Kindness and Gevura-Severity of Hashem’s attributes in
Atzilus, known as Z’eir Anpin, are what give the “Bride,” Malchus, the
ability to ascend back to Atzilus on Shabbos, following its descent into the
created worlds during the week. We see that Hashem’s attributes of
Kindness and Severity are referred to as “the right and the left” arms.

:) כז,וכְּ מ ֹו ֶשכָתוב ְּ(ב ָר ָכה לג
,"'"ו ִמ ַתחַ ת זְּר ֹוע ֹו ת ע ֹולָם כו

And as it is written (Devarim
33:27), “under Hashem’s ‘arms’
the world is held in place.” (See
Targum Yonasan ben Uziel on this
verse.)

We see another source that Hashem’s attributes, which are ‘holding the
world in place,’ are referred to as the right arm and left arm, signifying
Kindness and Severity.

.)" " פָתַ ח אֵ ִל יָהו, ( ִתקונֵי זֹהַ ר ַבהַ ְּק ָדמָ ה15
.)" " ֲאז ֵַמר ִב ְּש ָבחִ ין, ( ְּז ִמ יר ֹות ְּל ַש ָבת16
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The Mittler Rebbe explains the idea of “milk and honey” in terms of
“kindness and serverity:”17
Milk and honey are two types of sweetness, a “kind sweetness” and a
“severe sweetness.”
Milk is produced from a mother and given directly to her child. Honey is
extracted from flowers and processed at a distance from the flowers, by
the bees, similar to how the father gives kindness to his children more
distantly.
Kabbalistically, these represent two types of flows of kindness from
Hashem: Milk is the flow of Life and Kindness from Bina, the “Mother,”
to her “children,” the attributes of Atzilus (Z’eir Anpin).
Honey is the flow of Life and Kindness from Chochma, the “father” of the
attributes of Atzilus.
Just as the main function of a mother is to nurture, the milk she gives is
simple kindness, which is why milk is white, showing “kind sweetness.”
The function of a father is also to discipline and be strict. However, when
he wants to be kind, he will go to extreme lengths and overcome obstacles
to give that kindness, showing “severe kindness,” meaning a more intense
version of kindness. Because honey is more “intense kindness” it can only
be eaten in small quantities, unlike milk that the baby drinks all the time.
These two types sweetness, the “kind” version and the “intense” version,
are revealed from Hashem through the corresponding mitzvos involving
action or refraining from sin:
Through the action mitzvos we draw down the “kind sweetness,” referred
to as “milk,” and through refraining from sin we draw down the “intense
kindness,” represented by honey.

ֶשהוא ְּב ִחינַת הַ ְּמ ָש ַכת אֱ ל ֹקות עַ ל י ְֵּדי
בָרין
ִ ִֵמצְּ ֹו ת מַ ע ֲִשי ֹו ת – " ְּרמַ "ח א
."ְּדמַ לְּכָא

This milk and honey represent
bringing down Hashem’s Light
through the action of the
mitzvos, which are the “248
Limbs of the King,” as it were.

וְּ אֶ ֶרץ י ְִּש ָראֵ ל ְּמכ ֶֻוו ֶנ ת ְּכ ֶנ ֶגד אֶ ֶרץ

Now, Eretz Yisroel in this
physical world corresponds to

17

See Maamarei Admur Haemtzai, Bamidbar vol. 3, page 1018 and
onwards.

16

17
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,18 י ְִּש ָראֵ ל ֶש ְּל מַ עְּ ָלה

the spiritual Eretz Yisroel, as it
exists
Above,
representing
Malchus of Atzilus, the “Land”
that is the source of Jewish souls.

יקר הַ ִמצְּ ֹו ת הוא ְּבאֶ ֶרץ
ַ ִוְּ ָל ֵכן ע
.י ְִּש ָראֵ ל ַדוְּ קָ א

This is why the main fulfillment
of mitzvos is specifically in Eretz
Yisroel.

*The accomplishment of mitzvos is to draw down Hashem’s Light into
Malchus of Atzilus, the source of all Jewish souls, and through that into
us and the world. Because this happens most powerfully in Eretz Yisroel,
this is why the main fulfillment of mitzvos is in Eretz Yisroel.

,וְּ הַ ְּמ ַר ְּגלִים הָ יו ְּבמַ ְּד ֵר ָגה גָבו ַֹה ְּמ ֹאד
וְּ ל ֹא ָרצו ְּלהַ ְּש ִפיל אֶ ת עַ צְּ מָ ם ְּל ִמצְּ ֹו ת
,מַ ע ֲִשי ֹו ת

However, the Spies were on a
very high spiritual level, and
they did not want to lower
themselves to be involved in the
physical action of the mitzvos,

ֶשהוא ְּב ִחינַת הַ ְּמ ָש ַכת א ֹור אֵ ין־סוֹף
,בָרו ְּך־הוא ְּל מַ ָטה

which draw Hashem’s Infinite
Light down into this world.

וְּ אָ ְּמרו עַ ל אֶ ֶרץ י ְִּש ָראֵ ל ֶשהִ יא
,) לב,"א ֹו ֶכלֶת יו ְֹּשבֶיהָ " (פ ָָר ָשתֵ נו יג

Rather, they said about Eretz
Yisroel that it is a land that “eats
up its inhabitants.” (Bamidbar
13:32)

ֶשהָ ָיה ְּב ַדעְּ ָתם ֶשאִ ם יִהְּ ֶיה גִילוי א ֹור
אֵ ין־סוֹף בָרו ְּך־הוא ְּל מַ ָטה ְּכמ ֹו
ְּל מַ עְּ ָלה – י ְִּתב ְַּטלו ִמ ְּמצִ יאותָ ם
." ָ וְּ זֶהו "א ֹו ֶכ ֶל ת יו ְֹּשבֶ יה.ְּלג ְַּמ ֵרי

They thought that if Hashem’s
Infinite Light would be revealed
here below just as its revealed
Above, then they would lose
their
entire
independent
existence. This is the meaning of
a land that “eats its inhabitants,”
i.e., it consumes their ego and
feeling of existing separately from
Hashem.

) יז, ְב פֵ ירוש ְ(ב ַּש ַּלח טו,""כמִׁ ְג ַּדל דוִׁ ד
ְ ) ד, ס ֹוף פסוק (ד, (עַּ יֵין ְב ִׁשיר הַּ ִׁש ִׁירים ַּרבה18
.) זֶ ה ֵבית הַּ ִׁמ ְקדש ֶש ְלמַּ עְ לה,'"מכוֹן לְ ִׁשבְ ְתך" – מְ כֻ וון נֶגֶ ד ִׁ'שבְ ְתך
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As the Alter Rebbe will continue to explain, the lower the Light descends
shows on its loftier source. When the Light comes into the physical
mitzvos it comes from a tremendously lofty source, and hence, the Light
is much more powerful than the Light as expressed in spiritual mitzvos,
such as prayer and Torah study. Since this Light that comes into physical
mitzvos in Eretz Yisroel is so powerful, the spies were worried it would
be too powerful for them to handle.

,וְּ ָרצו ִלהְּ יוֹת " ַב ִמ ְּד ָבר" ַדוְּ קָ א
,) ג,(שיר הַ ִש ִירים ד
ִ ""ו ִמ ְּדב ֵָר ְּך נָא ֶוה
ֶשהוא הַ ְּמ ָש ַכ ת א ֹור אֵ ין־סוֹף בָרו ְּך־
, ְּב ִחינַת מַ לְּכו ת,הוא ִל בְּ ִחינַת הַ ִדבור
."ְּב ִחינַת " אֶ ֶרץ י ְִּש ָראֵ ל ֶש ְּל מַ עְּ ָלה

They wanted to specifically
remain in the “בר
ַָּׁ ב ִמ ְׁד-desert,”
which is related to the word
“ַׁו ִמ ְׁד ָּבר ְׁך-and your speech ֶה
ַׁ נָּאוis beautiful,” (Shir HaShirim
4:3), meaning, to draw down
Hashem’s Infinite Light to the
level of “ ִדבוַׁר-Speech,” the level
of Malchus, which is the land of
“Eretz Yisroel Above,”

The idea of staying in the desert (related to the word for speech) was to
bring Hashem’s Light into the level of Malchus of Atzilus, the source of
Divine Speech. This level is called the land of “Eretz Yisroel Above,”
since it is the spiritual source of the physical Eretz Yisroel in our world.

 לְּפִ י,"וְּ נ ְִּק ֵרא ת ְּב ֵשם ְּב ִחינַת "אֶ ֶרץ
,ֶשהִ יא ְּב ִחינָה הַ ַת ְּחת ֹונָה ֶש ָבאֱ ל ֹקות
 "וְּ הָ אָ ֶרץ:) א,ְּכמ ֹו ֶשכָתוב (י ְַּשעְּ יָה סו
.19 "'ֲהד ֹום ַרגְּ לָי כו

This level of Malchus is called
“the Land” since it is the lowest
level of Elokus-Divinity of the
world of Atzilus, as it is written
(Yeshaya 66:1), “The ‘Land’ is
My (Hashem’s) footstool,”

 "ה' ְּבחָ כְּ מָ ה יָסַ ד:) יט,וכְּ ִתיב ִ(מ ְּשלֵי ג
 ְּב ִחינַת,20 " "אַ ָבא יָסַ ד ְּב ַר ָתא,"אָ ֶרץ
. " ְּדבַ ר ה'" ֶש ָש ְּרש ֹו מֵ חָ כְּ מָ ה,הַ ִדבור

and it is written (Mishlei 3:19),
“Hashem established ‘the Land’
with Wisdom,” and, as described
in the Zohar, (III 248a) “Abba-the
father
(Chochma-Wisdom)
established Brata-the daughter
(Malchus-Royalty),” which is the
level of “Speech,” i.e. the words

.)) ב, (וְ עַּ יֵין מַּ ה ֶשנ ְִׁתב ֵאר ְב ִׁדבור הַּ ַּמ ְת חִׁ יל "וְ היה מִׁ ְס ַּפר ְבנֵי י ְִׁשר ֵאל" ( ְּלעֵ יל ַב ִמ ְּד ָבר ה19
.) ִתקונֵי זֹהַ ר ִתקון כא. ב, רנו. א, (זֹהַ ר חֵ לֶק ג רמח20

18

19
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of Hashem’s Speech which are
rooted in Hashem’s ChochmaWisdom.

 ֶש ָכל ְּזמַ ן,וְּ כַנ ְִּראֶ ה ִמ ְּמ ַשל הַ ִתינ ֹו ק
,ֶשאֵ ין ל ֹו "מו ִֹחין ִדינִיקָ ה" ִב ְּשלֵימו ת
אַ ף עַל ִפי ֶש ֵי ש ל ֹו ק ֹול או ִֹתי ֹו ת
 אַ ף עַל ִפי כֵן אֵ ינ ֹו יָכ ֹול,ְּפשו ִטים
.ְּל ַד ֵבר ו ְּל צ ֵָרף אֶ ת הָ או ִֹתי ֹו ת

As we see in the analogy of a
toddler: Until his mind is fully
developed, even though he has
the physical ability to produce
the sounds of the letters,
nonetheless he is not able to
speak and arrange those letters
into words.

ֶשאֵ ין הַ חָ כְּ מָ ה
וְּ הוא מֵ חֲ מַ ת
ִב ְּשלֵימות ְּל חַ ֵלק הַ ק ֹול ו ְּל צ ֵָרף
.'הָ או ִֹתי ֹו ת ִכ ְּרצוֹנ ֹו כו

This is because his power of
Chochma-Wisdom,
which
would give him the ability to
consciously manipulate his vocal
noises into coherent speech, is
not yet fully developed in him.

In Tanya, Igeres HaKodesh chapter 5, the Alter Rebbe explains: The
ability to speak comes from a deeper part of the intellect than the ability
to understand. We see that a toddler can be able to understand everything
he is told and sees, and yet still not be able to speak. This is because the
power of speech comes from the subconscious level of Chochma, which
is the source of revealed intellect and logic. This deeper aspect of intellect
takes longer to be manifest in a child than his ability to understand things
around him and what people are telling him.
Just as human speech derives from a deeper part of his soul than his ability
to process things logically, so too the spiritual level of Malchus, Divine
Speech, derives from a higher level than Bina-Divine Understanding,
rather it derives from Chochma-Wisdom, a much deeper level that is the
source of Divine Understanding. This is the idea of saying that the ‘Land’
is established with Wisdom, since Malchus-Divine Speech, derives from
Chochma.

וְּ ָרצו הַ ְּמ ַר ְּגלִים ֶשיִהְּ יו ָכל הַ הַ ְּמ ָשכוֹת
– מֵ חָ כְּ מָ ה־ עִ ילָאָ ה לִבְּ ִחינַת ִדבור
 ֶש ָשם יֵש,"" אֶ ֶרץ י ְִּש ָראֵ ל ֶשלְּמַ עְּ ָלה
 וְּ ָכל, וִ ירו ָש ַל ִים,גַם כֵן ֵבית־הַ ִמ ְּק ָדש

The Spies wanted that all Divine
Revelations should be from
Chochma of Atzilus to the level
of “Speech,” i.e., Malchus of
Atzilus, which is “Eretz Yisroel
Above,” where there is also the
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.21הַ ְּב ִחינוֹת

Bais Hamikdash, Yerushalayim,
and
all
other
aspects
corresponding to the physical
Eretz Yisroel in our world.

The Spies wanted that our service of Hashem should focus on revealing in
Malchus of Atzilus its source, which is Chochma of Atzilus. Since they
were on the level of connecting to Malchus of Atzilus, that’s where they
wanted all the Revelations to come to.

,ֲא בָ ל יְּהו ֹֻשעַ וְּ ָכ ֵלב אָ ְּמרו (פ ָָר ָשתֵ נו יד
," "ט ֹו ָבה הָ אָ ֶרץ ְּמאֹד ְּמאֹד:)ז

However, Yehoshua and Kaleiv
said, “טובָּ הַׁ הָּ אָּ ֶרץ-The physical
Land (of Eretz Yisroel) is good
מאדַׁ ְׁמאד-very
ְׁ
much so!”
(Bamidbar 14:7)

,ֶשעַל י ְֵּדי אֶ ֶרץ י ְִּש ָראֵ ל ֶש ְּל מַ ָטה ַדוְּ קָ א
 יו ְּמ ַש ְּך,ְּב ִחינַת ִמצְּ ֹות מַ ע ֲִשי ֹו ת ַדוְּ קָ א
," ְּב ִחינַת " ְּמ ֹאד,ְּב ִחינַת א ֹור אֵ ין־סוֹף
"ימין
ִ ְּב ִלי גְּ בול – ִבבְּ ִחינַת "עָ ְּל ִמין סְּ ִת
."וְּ "עָ ְּל ִמין ְּדאִ ְּת ַג ְּל ָין

Meaning,
that
specifically
through the Land of Eretz
Yisroel below, which enables us
to perform physical mitzvos
specifically, this will draw
Hashem’s Infinite Light, on a
powerful and unlimited level, the
level of ‘ ְׁמאַׁד-extremely,’ into the
“Hidden Worlds” of Beriah, and
“Revealed Worlds” of Yetzira
and Asiya.

"וְּ זֶהו " ְּמ ֹאד ְּמ ֹאד" – ב' ְּפעָ ִמים " ְּמ ֹאד
.ימין וְּ עָ ל ְִּמין ְּדאִ ְּת ַג ְּל ָין
ִ – עָ ְּל ִמין סְּ ִת

This is why it says the word “אד
ֹ  ְּמvery” twice in the expression “the
Land is דַׁמאד
ְׁ מא-very
ְׁ
extremely

good,” meaning that the Land is so
good that it can bring down a Light
powerful enough to come into the
“Hidden Worlds” and also into
the “Revealed Worlds,”

– יקר כַוָונָת ֹו י ְִּתב ֵָר ְּך
ַ ִִכי ֶבאֱ מֶ ת ע

for in truth, this was the main
intention of Hashem, that He

 פר ַּשת,' ובַּ זֹהַּ ר חֵ לֶ ק ג.' עַּ מוד א,' ַּדף ה, ( ְכמ ֹו ֶשכתוב ַּב ְגמרא ְב פֶ ֶרק ַּקמ א ְד ַּתעֲ נִׁית21
.)' עַּ מוד ב, ַּדף קס"א,ְשלַּ ח

20
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,ֶשיִהְּ יֶה " ִד ָירה ַב ַת ְּחת ֹונִים" ַדוְּ קָ א

should have a “dwelling place”
specifically “in the lowest level,”

 " ִנ ְּתאַ ָוה הַ ָקדוֹש:22 ְּכמַ אֲ מַ ר ַר ַז"ל
ִלהְּ י ֹו ת ל ֹו ִד ָירה
בָרו ְּך־הוא
,'ַב ַת ְּחת ֹונִים" כו

as our Sages say (Midrash
Tanchuma, Naso, chap. 16): “The
Holy One, blessed be He, desired
to have a dwelling place in the
lowest level,” i.e., the physical
world.

,23 וְּ ֶשיִהְּ ֶיה ִנגְּ ֶלה לְּעֵ ין ָכל ב ָָשר
.וְּ ֶשיִהְּ ֶיה הַ גִיל וי ְּל מַ ָטה ְּכמ ֹו ְּל מַ עְּ ָלה

He desired to be revealed before
the eyes of all flesh, i.e., people,
so that He be revealed below in
this world just as He is revealed
Above.

 וְּ י ְִּתר ֹון א ֹור, ְּביֶתֶ ר ְּשאֵ ת,וְּ אַ ְּד ַר ָבה
.'הַ ָבא ִמן הַ ח ֶֹש ְּך ַדוְּ קָ א כו

Not only did He not want his main
revelation to be in the spiritual
realm, but just the opposite, He
wanted to be more revealed below,
and with greater intensity, than
Above, like the advantage of
light that is felt more intensely and
powerfully when it comes to shine
in a dark place.

ִכי ֶבאֱ מֶ ת ָכל ֶשהוא מַ ְּד ֵר ָגה הַ יוֹתֵ ר
ָגבו ַֹה ְּמ ֹאד ִמ ְּתג ֶַלה ַב ָדבָ ר הַ יוֹתֵ ר
. ְּביֶתֶ ר ְּשאֵ ת,ַת ְּחת ֹון ַדוְּ קָ א

For, in truth, the higher and
more elevated a level something
is on, it becomes revealed with
greater
intensity
on
a
correspondingly lower level
specifically.

 ֶש ִאי אֶ פְּ ָשר,ו ְּל מָ ָשל ִמ ַבר־ ֵש ֶכל גָד ֹול
ל ֹו ְּלגַל ֹו ת חָ כְּ מָ ת ֹו ְּלהַ ְּמקַ ֵבל ִשכְּ ל ֹו
, ִכי אִ ם ְּב ֶרמֶ ז – ְּבמַ ע ֲֶשה ַדוְּ קָ א,ְּב ִדבור
.יָכ ֹול ְּלגַל ֹו ת ְּביֶתֶ ר ְּשאֵ ת

Let’s take the example of
someone with great wisdom: He
cannot reveal the true depth of
his wisdom to his student only
using speech. Rather, he also
needs to hint to the depth of the

.)ָשא טז
ֹ  נ. ( ְּראֵ ה ַתנְּחומָ א ְּבחֻ קוֹתַ י ג22
.) ה, י ְַּשעְּ יָה מ." ("וְּ ִנ גְּ לָה ְּכבוֹד ה' וְּ ָראו כָל ָב ָשר23
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concept specifically through a
physical action. Only then can he
express the depth of the wisdom
with greater intensity.

 " ַדי ְּל חַ ִכימָ א:24 ְּכעִ ְּניַן מַ אֲ מַ ר ַרזַ"ל
."ִב ְּר ִמי ָזא

As our Sages say (Midrash
Mishlei chap. 22), “For a wise
person, it is sufficient for him to
use a hint to express his wisdom.”

 מֵ חוֹתָ ם ֶשל אֶ בֶ ן ט ֹוב:ע ֹוד מָ ָשל
 ֶשעַל י ְֵּדי ְּבהִ ירו ת ֹו אֵ י ָנם,ָבהִ יר
 וְּ נִכ ִָרים,נִיכ ִָרים הָ או ִֹתי ֹו ת ב ֹו
,וְּ ִנ ְּתגַלִים הָ או ִֹתי ֹו ת עַ ל הַ ַש ֲע ָוה ַדוְּ קָ א
.ְּבגִילוי ְּל עֵ ין ָכל

Another analogy: If a diamond
has words engraved in it, those
letters are not readily apparent
to the eye, due to the translucent
nature of the stone. However,
when this diamond is used as a
signet ring to stamp wax seals on
a letter, then the shape of those
letters in that wax become
apparent to the eye.

:) לט,וְּ זֶהו ֶשכָתוב ( פ ָָר ָשתֵ נו טו
"ו ְּר ִאיתֶ ם א ֹו ת ֹו ו ְּזכ ְַּר ֶתם אֶ ת כָל ִמצְּ וֹת
:"'ה' וְכו

This concept is similar to what is
written (Bamidbar 15:39), “And
you should see it (the Tzitzis) and
thereby, you will remember all
the mitzvos of Hashem.”

 ֶשהוא ְּב ִחינַת,ֶשעַל י ְֵּדי מַ ע ֲֶשה
,הִ סְּ ַת ְּכלות ְּבל"ב חו ִטין הַ ג ְַּש ִמיִים
ָיבֹא ִמ ֶזה ְּל "ו ְּזכ ְַּר ֶתם אֶ ת כָל ִמצְּ וֹת
."'ה

Meaning that through the
physical action of looking
intently at the thirty-two
physical strings of the Tzitzis,
you will come to “remember all
the mitzvos of Hashem.”

,לְּפִ י ֶשהַ ַטלִי ת הוא ְּב ִחינַת א ֹור מַ ִקיף
וְּ הַ ִציצִ י ת ֶשהֵ ם ל"ב חו ִטין – ְּב ִחינַ ת
 ֶשנ ְִּמ ָשכִ ים,25 ""ל "ב ְּנ ִתיב ֹו ת הַ חָ כְּ מָ ה

Because the (garment of the)
Talis represents a “MakifEncompassing” Light, and the
thirty-two strings of the Tzitzis

 ִתקו ֵנ י זֹהַ ר. ב, ֵת ֵצא רפ. ב, ִפנְּחָ ס רכט. ב,אש ית כו
ִ  זֹהַ ר ְּב ֵר. ( ְּראֵ ה ִמ ְּד ַרש ִמ ְּש ֵל י ֶפ ֶרק כב24
.)" " ְּלחַ ִכימָ א ִב ְּר ִמ יזָא:ִמזֹהַ ר חָ דָ ש ִתקון סט
.) א, ( ְּראֵ ה סֵ ֶפר יְּצִ ָירה א25
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,עַ ל י ְֵּדי אוֹר מַ ִקיף

represent the “thirty-two paths
of Chochma-Wisdom,” which
are drawn down in an
internalized manner from the
“Makif-encompassing” Light.

וְּ ִאי אֶ פְּ ָשר ֶשיו ְּרמָ ז ִכי אִ ם ְּבמַ ע ֲֶשה
.' הֵ יפ ְֶּך מַ חֲ ֶשבֶ ת הַ ְּמ ַר ְּגלִים כו,ַדוְּ קָ א

And it is impossible to hint to
this process except through a
physical action (of wearing
Tzitzis) specifically. This is
exactly the opposite of what the
spies were thinking, that they
wanted the service of Hashem to
remain in thought and speech and
not to come into action.

ומ ֶֹשה ַרבֵינו עָ לָיו־הַ ָשל וֹם ֶשהָ ָיה
 ובְּ מַ ְּד ֵר ָגה,26 "ִמ ְּב ִחינַת "ד ֹור ֵדעָ ה
,גָבו ַֹה ְּמאֹד ַנ ֲעלָה

In fact, Moshe Rabbeinu, who
was the leader from the
“Generation of knowledge of
Hashem,” and on an exceedingly
high level,

ל ֹא הָ יָה ל ֹו בְּ אֶ פְּ ָשרו ת לָ בֹא לְּאֶ ֶרץ
.י ְִּש ָראֵ ל

was not able to come into the
physical Eretz Yisroel.

וְּ אַ ף עַ ל ִפי ֵכן הִ ְּתפ ֵַלל תקט"ו ְּתפִ ל ֹו ת
– ) כג,– ְּכ ִמ ְּנ ַין "וָאֶ ְּתחַ ַנן" (וָאֶ ְּתחַ ַנן ג
,לָ בֹא לְּאֶ ֶרץ י ְִּש ָראֵ ל

Nonetheless, he prayed 515
times, the same gematriyanumerical value as the word
“ו ֶָּא ְׁתח ַׁנן-and I prayed,”27 in
order to be able to enter the
physical Eretz Yisroel.

יקר הַ ְּמ ֻכוָון וְּ תַ כְּ לִית
ַ ִִמ ְּפ ֵני ֶשזֶהו ע
.הַ ְּב ִריאָ ה כַנַ"ל

Because this was the main
intention of Hashem and the
purpose of Creation,
as
explained above.

The entire purpose of Creation was to make a “dwelling” for Hashem in
this physical world, which is made through physically performing

.) ( ְּראֵ ה עֵ ץ חַ ִיים ַשעַ ר הֶ אָ ַרת הַ מוֹחִ ין פ ֶֶרק א26
27

50= ן50= נ8= ח400= ת1= א6= ו, total:515
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mitzvos. This is why Moshe wanted more than anything else to be able to
actually perform the physical mitzvos, and he wasn’t satisfied with the fact
that he had the greatest understanding of Hashem of all people.

 וִ יהו ֹֻשעַ ַדוְּ קָ א,וְּ אַ ף עַל ִפי כֵן ל ֹא ָז ָכה
: .' כו28 מַ כְּ נִיס

Nonetheless, Hashem decided
that [Moshe] was not able to
enter, and only Yehoshua could
bring the Jewish People into
Eretz Yisroel.

Even though Moshe wanted so much to perform all the physical mitzvos
in Eretz Yisroel, nonetheless, since he “belonged” to the “generation of
knowledge of Hashem,” which is involved in the spiritual service of
Hashem in prayer and Torah study, he wasn’t able to enter Eretz Yisroel.
However, Yehoshua, who was on a lower level than Moshe, was able to
enter the physical Eretz Yisroel and bring the Jewish People into it to
perform physical mitzvos.
Summary of Chapter 1 of the Maamar:
Q1.
Why did the Spies, who were the leaders of the tribes and great
spiritual people, not want to enter Eretz Yisroel?
Q2.
What is the meaning of the praise of Eretz Yisroel by describing
it as a “Land flowing with milk and honey?”
Q3.
Why are the majority of the mitzvos dependent on being in Eretz
Yisroel, especially those involving agriculture, like Teruma and Maasar,
and all the mitzvos connected with the Bais Hamikdash?
Q4.
Why is it that a person needs to eat food to live? If the life he
receives from the food is from the “Speech of Hashem” invested in it, then
the person also has the letters of “Hashem’s Speech” invested in him?
A4.
The lifeforce that comes from Hashem and is invested in food is
from the level of Tohu, which is a much higher level than the lifeforce that
Hashem invested in the person, which is only the level of Tikun. Because
of the higher Light of Tohu invested in the food, it gives additional life to
the person, who is from Tikun.

.)" וִ יהו ֹֻשעַ מַ כְּ ִנ יס אֶ ת ִי ְּש ָראֵ ל לָאָ ֶרץ, "מ ֶֹשה מֵ ת: ( ַסנְּהֶ ְּד ִר ין יז א28
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This process is reflected in the general idea of the descent of the
soul to this world: It descends from Tikun, from Atzilus, to the created
physical world in order to achieve a deeper connection to Hashem through
the physical actions of the mitzvos. This deeper connection is called “the
advantage of Light that comes from transformed darkness.” In order to
attain this deeper connection to Hashem in the physical world, there are
two stages required: “Turning away from bad,” by fulfilling the 365
mitzvos to refrain from certain actions. When a person overcomes his own
Yetzer Hara (mundane physical desires) for the sake of serving Hashem,
he removes the concealment of Hashem from the entire world. Even
though Hashem created the world is such a way that it conceals his Light
and Truth, when a person “turns from bad,” he removes some of that
concealment so that he and the entire world should be able to receive and
perceive Hashem’s Light.
The second stage is the fulfillment of the 248 action mitzvos,
which are like “limbs” that bring down the Life and Light of Hashem’s
Inner Will into these channels. These bring the Light of Hashem into the
person and into the world around him.
A2.
Now, we will understand why Eretz Yisroel is called “the Land
flowing with milk and honey.” Milk and honey are both sweet, but milk is
something sustainably sweet that can be eaten every day as a person’s
sustenance, (like a nursing baby, for example). However, honey is
intensely sweet, and therefore can only be eaten in small amounts. These
represent two types of revelation from Hashem: The revelation of Hashem
through refraining from sin is intensely sweet, and the revelation of
Hashem from performing the actions of the mitzvos is comfortably sweet.
Both of these types of revelations are connected specifically to Eretz
Yisroel, since that is where the majority of the mitzvos can be performed
(and where there are more forbidden actions that we must refrain from.)
A3.
The reason that most mitzvos are connected to Eretz Yisroel
specifically is because it corresponds to the level of Malchus of Atzilus,
which is the “Spiritual Land of Eretz Yisroel.” Just as the physical ground
is the lowest level that everyone steps on, yet produces the crops that
everyone depends on, so too, Malchus is the lowest level of Atzilus, yet
only in it is revealed the Infinite Creative Power of Hashem to create the
worlds. Of all the physical land in the world, only Eretz Yisroel is directly
corresponding to Malchus of Atzilus.
Now, as explained, the main idea of mitzvos is to draw down Hashem’s
Light into this world. The focal point of this process is Malchus of Atzilus:
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By refraining from sin, we remove the concealment of the Light from
Malchus, and, by perfoming mitzvos we draw down the Light into
Malchus. Once the Light is in Malchus, then it will come down into our
world, since Malchus is the creative source of our world.
Since the main goal of mitzvos is to draw down Hashem’s Light into
Malchus, and Eretz Yisroel is the place directly corresponding to Malchus,
most mitzvos are specifically connected to Eretz Yisroel.
A1.
Now, we can understand why the Spies didn’t want to enter Eretz
Yisroel: The Spies were on very high spiritual level, and they wanted to
receive the Light of Hashem as it comes into Malchus of Atzilus itself, not
as it comes down into the physical world. They thought they would receive
the Light on a higher and purer form in its spiritual source in Malchus,
which they would draw down through prayer and Torah study. They also
were worried that if the Light came down into the physical world, it would
be too intense for them to handle.29
They thought that it would be enough if they revealed the source
of Malchus through their speech, through prayer and Torah study, since
Malchus is also the idea of Divine Speech.
However, Yehoshua and Kaleiv knew that this was not Hashem’s
plan and desire. Hashem desired to have a dwelling specifically in the
physical world, through the physical actions of the mitzvos (and physically
refraining from sin.)
The lower a level can descend is indicative of how high its source
is. By fulfilling mitzvos in the lowest level, the physical world of action,
we reveal the ultimate, highest level, Hashem’s Infinite Light, on a totally
different level than can be revealed through understanding and speech.

Perhaps their concern was similar to that of Yaakov regarding Yitzchok’s
blessings to Eisav: Yaakov knew that if Eisav would receive the great revelation
of Hashem contained in Yitzchok’s blessing, then one of two things would
happen: Either it would be too intense for Eisav and he would die; or the holy
energy would get sucked into the wicked Eisav and make him super powerful to
be even more wicked. Perhaps the spies were worried that if the Light comes into
the physical world through the mitzvos of Eretz Yisroel then one of two things
would happen: Either it would be too intense for people to handle; or the holy
energy contained in the mitzvos would give extra power to the unholiness of the
physical world. That’s why they decided that instead of bringing down the Light,
everyone should have to elevate themselves to receive it as it exists in Malchus of
Atzilus.
29
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This is the ultimate desire of Hashem - to reveal his deepest, most
Infinite Light on the lowest level - the physical world - through the actions
of the mitzvos.

.ב

Chapter 2

Explanation of the Tzemach Tzedek
The entire second half of this maamar is actually a long, explanatory note
of the Tzemach Tzedek. While we typically put these notes at the bottom
of the text, in this case we will translate the majority of the note.
References included within the note of the Tzemach Tzedek will remain
in the footnotes below.

(וְׁ זֶה ּו ְּדאֶ ֶרץ י ְִּש ָראֵ ל – "אֶ ֶרץ ִשבְּ עָ ה
:"עֲמָ ִמין

[This is the idea that Eretz
Yisroel is known as “the Land of
the Seven Nations.”

Seven nations dwelled in the Land prior to the arrival of the Jewish People.
The seven nations are as follows: Kenaani, Chiti Emori, Prizi Yevusi,
Chivi, Girgashi,

ֶשעַל י ְֵּדי ֵבירור "ז' ִמדוֹת ְּדתֹהו" עַ ל
 עַ ל י ְֵּדי זֶה,י ְֵּדי הַ ִמצְּ ֹו ת מַ ע ֲִשי ֹו ת
נ ְִּמ ָש ְּך גִיל וי א ֹור אֵ ין־סוֹף ְּב"כו ְּלהו
,"עָ ְּל ִמין

Since, through the elevation of
the Sparks of Holiness from the
“Seven Attributes of Tohu” that
are revealed in physical objects
through the actions of the mitzvos,
this draws down Hashem’s
Infinite Light (from the lofty
level of Tohu) into all the worlds.

The Seven Nations represent the Seven Emotional Attributes of Tohu.
These attributes contained tremendous Light, but could not merge with
each other, resulting in the “Shattering of the Keilim-Vessels” of these
attributes. By doing mitzvos in the physical world we reconnect the Sparks
of those Keilim of Tohu, which fell into this world, to their source in Tohu.
This brings that tremendous Light of Tohu into all worlds, including this
world.

."וְּ ֶד ֶר ְּך ְּכלָל הֵ ם גַם כֵן "ז' הֵ יכָל ֹות

Also, these Seven Nations
generally represent the “Seven
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Heichalos” that make up all the
created worlds.
Besides for representing the Seven Attributes of Tohu, the Seven Nations
represent “Seven Heichalos.”
We said earlier in the maamar that the outer dimensions of each world
where the created beings exist are called “Heichalos.” Each of the three
worlds of Beriya, Yetzira, and Asiya have “Seven Heichalos” where the
creations exist. The Seven Nations represent the “Seven Heichalos” of all
three created worlds, including Asiya, where the physical world exists.
This shows how fulfilling mitzvos in Eretz Yisroel brings Hashem’s Light
into all the worlds.

מַ ה ֶשאֵ ין כֵן " ִמ ְּד ָבר" – זֶהו הַ הַ ְּמ ָש ָכה
ִימית וְּ ל ֹא ְּב ִחיצ ֹונִיו ת
ִ  ִבפְּ נ,ַרק ְּל מַ עְּ ָלה
.עָ ְּל ִמין וְּ הֵ יכָל ֹו ת ַדע ֲִש ָיה

Which is not the case in the
“בר
ַָּׁ  ִמ ְׁד-Desert of Speech,” where
the revelation of Hashem only
happens Above, in Malchus of
Atzilus, and in the inner
dimension, ie. the Sefiros, of the
worlds, but not in the outer
dimension, ie. the “Heichalos” of
the worlds, and especially not in
the “Heichalos” of Asiya.

ימן
ָ ִוְּ עַ יֵין ִמ ֶזה ְּב"אִ ג ֶֶר ת־הַ ק ֶֹדש" (ס
,30)ה
ְּ ֶש ְּכ ֵדי ְּלהַ ְּמ ִש
 זֶהו,יך הַ גִיל וי ַבע ֲִש ָיה
. עַּ יֵין שם,'עַ ל י ְֵּדי הַ ַמע ֲֶשה ַדוְּ קָ א כו

See Tanya, Igeres HaKodesh,
chap. 5:

 ְּכ ֵדי ִלהְּ י ֹו ת הַ הַ ְּמ ָש ָכה ְּל מַ ָטה,ובֶ אֱ מֶ ת
– הַ יְּינו עַ ל י ְֵּדי ֶשהַ הַ ְּמ ָש ָכה ִמ ָמק ֹום

In truth, in order to bring down
the revelation of Hashem all the
way down to the lowest level, this
requires that the source of this

In order to bring down
Hashem’s revelation into the
physical world of Asiya, this can
only happen through the
physical actions of mitzvos. See
there at length.

." סוֹף ִׁדבור הַּ ַּמ ְת חִׁ יל "וַּ יַּעַּ ש דוִׁ ד ֵשם30
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.31 עֶ לְּי ֹון יוֹתֵ ר
 לְּפִ י, ֶש ְּבמַ ע ֲֶשה ַדוְּ קָ א,וְּ ַגם ְּלהֵ פ ְֶּך
ֶשהוא ְּל מַ ָטה ִמ ְּב ִחינַת הַ ִדבור – יוכַל
.ִלהְּ י ֹות הַ גִיל וי ִמ ְּב ִחינָה עֶ לְּי ֹונָה יוֹתֵ ר

revelation
be
from
exceedingly high level.

an

The opposite is also true:
Specifically action, which is
lower than speech, is able to
express the highest possible level
of Hashem’s Light.

וכְּ עִ ְּניַן " ְּל חַ ִכימָ א ִב ְּר ִמי ָזא" – מַ ה ֶש ִאי
אֶ פְּ ָשר ְּלהִ ְּתגַל ֹות עַ ל ְּי ֵדי או ִֹתי ֹו ת
32
.'הַ ִדבור כו

As the idea mentioned above,
that
“A
wise
person
communicates through a hint,”
what it would be impossible to
reveal through the letters of
speech.

 לְּפִ י ֶשעַ ל י ְֵּדי זֶה מַ ְּמ ִשיכִ ים,וְּ הַ יְּינו
.ִימיו תָ ה
ִ ִמ ְּמ ק ֹור הַ חָ כְּ מָ ה־עִ ילָאָ ה ופְּ נ

Because, through these actions of
the mitzvos, a person draws
down from the source and inner
aspect of Hashem’s Chochma
Above, in Atzilus.

ְּ  ִכי ִאי אֶ פְּ ָשר גַם כֵן ְּלהַ ְּמ ִש,וְּ ע ֹוד
יך
גִיל וי חָ כְּ מָ ה־ עִ ילָאָ ה עַל י ְֵּדי הַ תו ָֹרה
.ִכי אִ ם עַל י ְֵּדי מַ ע ֲֵשה הַ ִמצְּ ֹו ת

"וְּ הוא ְּכמ ֹו ֶשכָתוב ְּב"אִ ג ֶֶר ת־הַ ק ֶֹדש

Furthermore, this revelation of
Hashem’s Chochma Above
cannot be drawn down into this
world by studying Torah alone.
Rather,
it
requires
the
performance of the mitzvos as
well.
This idea is what is written in
Igeres HaKodesh (ibid.),

, גוֹמֵ ל חֲ ס ִׁדים טוֹבִׁ ים" ( ְּלקַ ָמן מַ סְּ עֵ י צ, עַּ ל פסוק " ֵאל עֶ לְ י ֹון, ְכמ ֹו ֶשנ ְִׁת ב ֵאר ְבמ קוֹם ַּאחֵ ר31
.)סוֹף עַ מוד ב

 ַּב ֵביאור,) ד, יובן מִׁ מַּ ה ֶשנ ְִׁתב ֵאר ְבמ קוֹם ַּאחֵ ר (לְ ַּקמן ִׁשיר הַּ ִׁש ִׁירים לט, ובֵ יאור עִׁ נְין זֶ ה32
 ַּג ֵבי מַּ עֲ לַּ ת,"'"ש ִׁשים הֵ מ ה מְ לכוֹת כו' ַּאחַּ ת הִׁ יא י ֹונ ִׁתי כו
ִׁ ) ח־ט,(שיר הַּ ִׁש ִׁירים ו
ִׁ עַּ ל פסוק
 וְעַּ יֵין מַּ ה ֶשנ ְִׁתב ֵאר (ת וֹרה א ֹור. עַּ יֵין שם,'הַּ ְנשמ ֹות עַּ ל הַּ ַּמלְ אכִׁ ים ֶשמִׁ ְבחִׁ ינַּת ִׁדבור כו
"עַּ ל י ְֵדי ֶש ְמ ַּת ֵקן מַּ עֲ שיו:" א) "וְ הא ֶרץ הֲ ד ֹום ַּרגְ לי, ב) עַּ ל פסוק (י ְַּשעְ יה סו,אשית א
ִׁ ְב ֵר
. עַּ יֵין שם,"כו' – נַּעֲ ִׁשים מ ֹוח ֹו וְ לִׁ ב ֹו זַּ ִׁכים ֶאלֶ ף ְפעמִׁ ים ככה
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,ָשם

:וְּ זֶה ְּל שוֹנ ֹו

We will quote that text:

:34 ָל ֵכן אָ ְּמרו ַרבוֹתֵ נו זִכְּ ר ֹונָם ִל בְּ ָרכָה
"הָ אוֹמֵ ר אֵ ין ִלי אֶ לָא תו ָֹרה – ְּב ִלי
גְּ ִמילו ת־חֲ סָ ִדים – אֲ פִ ילו תו ָֹרה אֵ ין
. אֶ לָא ְּב תו ָֹרה ובִ גְּ ִמילות־חֲ סָ ִדים,"ל ֹו

Therefore, our Sages have said
(Yevamos 109b): “Whoever says,
‘I only have Torah study,’ without
deeds of kindness [mitzvos], then
even Torah study he does not
have.” Rather he must have
Torah study together with deeds
of kindness.

,"ִכי הִ ֵנה "או ַֹריְּיתָ א מֵ חָ כְּ מָ ה נָפְּ קַ ת
,35 "ו"בְּ או ַֹריְּיתָ א ִמ ְּתקַ יֵים עָ ְּל מָ א
,36 "ובְּ " ִאינון ְּדלָעָ אן ָבה

Since “the Torah comes from
Hashem’s Wisdom,” and “the
world exists because of the Torah
and those that study it.” (See
Zohar I 77a, II, 149a)

ִכי ְּב ִדיבו ָרם מַ ְּמ ִשיכִ ים הֶ אָ ר ֹו ת
וְּ הַ ְּשפָע ֹו ת חָ כְּ מָ ה־עִ ילָאָ ה – ְּמ ק ֹור
" ִל בְּ ִחינַת "או ִֹתיוֹת הַ ִדבור,הַ תו ָֹרה
.'ֶש ָבהֶ ן נִבְּ ָרא הָ ע ֹולָם כו

This is because with their words
they draw down a flow of Light
from
Hashem’s
ChochmaWisdom Above in Atzilus, which
is the source of the Torah, to the
level of “Letters of Speech” of
Malchus of Atzilus that Hashem
uses to create the world.

ַוה ֲֵרי הַ ְּמ ָש ָכה ז ֹו הִ יא ְּב ִחינַת י ְִּר ָידה
ְּ  וְּ לָ ֶזה צ ִָר,ְּגד ֹו ָלה
יך ְּל עו ֵֹרר "חֶ סֶ ד
 הַ נ ְִּמ ָש ְּך כ ַַמ ִים ִמ ָמ ק ֹום ָגבו ַֹה,"עֶ לְּי ֹון
,ְּל מָ ק ֹום נָמו ְּך

Now, to bring down this Light
from Chochma, which is a great
descent, we need to awaken
Hashem’s power of “Kindness
Above” in Atzilus, which is like

." סוֹף ִׁדבור הַּ ַּמ ְת חִׁ יל "וַּ יַּעַּ ש דוִׁ ד ֵשם33
.) ב, ( ְּיבָמ ֹות קט34
 ו ְּראֵ ה זֹהַ ר ַו י ְַּקהֵ ל."  " ְּדכַד ִי ְּש ָראֵ ל ִמ ְּש ַת ְּדלֵי בְּ או ַֹר ְּייתָ א ִמ ְּתקַ יֵים עָ ְּלמָ א: א, עז, (זֹהַ ר ֶל ְּך ְּל ָך35
.) א,ר
.) א, קמט, ( ְּראֵ ה זֹהַ ר ְּתרומָ ה36
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water that flows from a high
place to a low place.

ְּבאִ ְּתעֲרותָ א־ ִדלְּתַ ָתא ִבצְּ ָדקָ ה וְּ "חֶ סֶ ד
 ֶש ַמ ְּמ ִשיכִ ים חַ יִים וְּ חֶ סֶ ד,"ַת ָתאָ ה
.37 ְּלהַ חֲ י ֹו ת רוחַ ְּש ָפלִים וְּ נ ְִּדכ ִָאים

This awakening of Hashem’s
Kindness depends on the
“awakening from below” of our
own acts of charity and kindness,
when we give life and kindness,
enlivening the spirits of the lowly
and crushed.

 "אַ ל:) כב־כג,וְּ זֶהו ֶשכָתוב (י ְִּר ְּמיָה ט
 ִכי אִ ם,'י ְִּתהַ לֵל חָ כָם ְּבחָ כְּ מָ ת ֹו כו
 ִכי ֲאנִי ה' ע ֶֹשה חֶ סֶ ד,'ְּבזֹאת י ְִּתהַ לֵל כו
– "'כו

This is what is written (Yirmiya
9:22-23), “A wise person should
not take pride in his own
wisdom. Rather, he should take
pride in wisely connecting to
Hashem, for I am Hashem who
does kindness…”

ְּ ִכי הַ חֶ סֶ ד הוא הַ ַמ ְּמ ִש
יך חַ יֵי הַ חָ כְּ מָ ה
,לְּמַ ָטה

Since it is the kindness that a
person does that draws down the
Light of Hashem’s Wisdom into
this world below.

וְּ אִ ם לָאו ה ֲֵרי ִנ ְּק ֵראת חָ כְּ מָ ת ֹו ְּל בַד ֹו
.ְּב ִלי הַ ְּמ ָש ַכ ת חַ יִים ִמ ֶמנָה חַ ס וְּ ָשלוֹם

However, if he does not have acts
of kindness, then his own wisdom
remains alone, without the flow
of Life from Hashem into it, G-d
forbid.

.עַ ד כָאן ְּל שוֹנ ֹו

This completes the quoted text
from Igeres Hakodesh.

 הַ ְּמ ָש ַכת, ֶש ַגם ְּל מַ עְּ ָלה,וְּ כַנו ָֹדע
הַ חָ כְּ מָ ה־עִ ילָאָ ה ִבבְּ ִחינַת או ִֹתי ֹו ת
הַ ִדבור – נ ְִּמ ָש ְּך עַ ל י ְֵּדי הַ ִמד ֹו ת
.עֶ לְּיוֹנ ֹו ת

As is known, that also Above in
Atzilus,
drawing
down
Hashem’s Chochma - Wisdom
into the Letters of Speech of
Malchus,
is
accomplished
through the Attributes Above in

.) טו, ְּי ַשעְּ יָה נז:" ּו ְלהַ חֲיוֹ ת לֵב ִנ ְד ּכָאִ ים,ְש ָפלִים

ַ(" ְל הַ חֲיוֹ ת ר וּח
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Atzilus, namely, Chesed Kindness and the other attributes.
For a person’s wisdom to become contracted and expressed in his speech,
he needs to first go through emotions, either kindness or severity, which
motivate him to speak. Otherwise, his wisdom will remain in his mind and
stay in a form that is too abstract to be expressed through speech.
Similarly, for Hashem’s Wisdom to come down to us, it needs to come
through His Attribute of Kindness.

וְּ זֶהו ְּב ִחינַת " ַי ֲע ֹקב" – או ִֹתי ֹו ת
ַ – הַ ְּמ ָש ַכ ת הַ חָ כְּ מָ ה הַ בוֹקֵ ע38 ""י ִָבקַ ע
.39 ֶד ֶר ְּך הַ ִמד ֹו ת וְּ נ ְִּמ ָש ְּך ְּבהַ ִדבור

This is the idea of “יעֲקבYaakov,” who represents the
Attributes of Atzilus (Z’eir
Anpin), which is the same letters
as the word “קע
ַׁ י ִָּב-breaking
through,” referring to how
Chochma - Wisdom comes down
and breaks through the
Attributes into Speech.

When someone produces something new, it is called a “breakthrough,”
something new coming out. Similarly, for wisdom to come down into
speech, the recipients of that wisdom see the idea expressed in speech as
a “breakthrough.” This “breakthrough” of revelation requires the
Emotional Attributes, represented by Yaakov, to “drive” the wisdom-idea
through the emotional stages until reaching speech.

:ו ִמכָל זֶה יו ָבן עִ ְּניַן חֵ טְּ א הַ ְּמ ַר ְּגלִים

Based on all of this, we will
understand the sin of the Spies:

 עִ ם הֱ י ֹות ֲא ֶשר הַ תו ָֹרה,ִכי הִ ֵנה
,40 "נ ְִּק ֵראת " ִמ ְּד ָבר

Since, even though the Torah is
referred to as a “בר
ַָּׁ  ִמ ְׁד-Desert of
Speech,”

.) ו ְּראֵ ה גַם כֵן עֵ ץ חַ יִים ַשעַ ר הַ ְּכ ָל ִל ים ֶפ ֶרק י. ד, ( ְּראֵ ה ְּלעֵ יל ַצו ח38

 עַּ מ וד, וכְ מ ֹו ֶשנ ְִׁתב ֵאר ְבמ קוֹם ַּאחֵ ר עַּ ל ִׁפי מַּ ֲאמַּ ר הַּ זֹהַּ ר סוֹף פר ַּשת ְקד ֹו ִׁשים ַּ(דף פ"ו39
.) א וָאֵ י ָל ְּך, י) " ַּא ֶת ם עֵ ַּדי כו'" ( ֵבאו ֵרי הַ זֹהַ ר אַ ֲח ֵר י קנה, עַּ ל פסוק ( ְּי ַשעְּ יָה מג,)'א
וְ עַּ יֵין מַּ ה ֶשנ ְִׁתב ֵאר ַּגם ֵכן מִׁ ֶזה עַּ ל פסוק "וְ היה לכֶ ם לְ צִׁ יצִׁ ית" ַּג ֵבי " ִׁכי מֵ ִׁאיש לוקחה
.) ד וָאֵ י ָל ְּך,זֹאת" ( ְּלקַ ָמן מד
 יח) "ומִׁ ִׁמ ְדבר, עַּ ל פסוק (כא, פרשה י"ט, ְכמ ֹו ֶשכתוב ְבמִׁ ְד ַּרש ַּרבה פר ַּשת חֻ ַּקת40
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 "לַ עֲשוֹת:אַ ְּך עִ ם כָל זֶה ְּכ ִתיב ָבה הַ ֹכל
 – "אֶ ֶרץ" הַ יְּינו ְּב ִחינַת " ִמצְּ ֹות41 "ָבאָ ֶרץ
."מַ ע ֲִשי ֹו ת

nonetheless, it is written in [the
Torah] that the purpose of
everything written in the Torah is
“to do them in the Land,” “the
Land,” here referring to the
physical action of the mitzvos.

ִכי ַגם ִלהְּ י ֹו ת הַ ְּמ ָשכ ֹות חָ כְּ מָ ה־
עִ ילָאָ ה ִל בְּ ִחינַת הַ ִדבור – ִאי אֶ פְּ ָשר
ִכי אִ ם עַ ל י ְֵּדי ִקיום הַ ִמצְּ ֹות ִמ ַטעַ ם
.הַ נַ"ל

Since even for the ChochmaWisdom Above to come into the
level of Speech (referred as the
“ ִמ ְּד ָבר-Desert of Speech”), this
cannot occur except through the
actual fulfillment of the mitzvos,
for the reasons explained above.

וְּ עַ ל זֶה נֶאֱ מַ ר "אַ ל י ְִּתהַ לֵל חָ כָם
, אֶ לָא עַל י ְֵּדי "חֶ סֶ ד, "'ְּבחָ כְּ מָ ת ֹו כו
, וצְּ ָדקָ ה ָבאָ ֶרץ" (י ְִּר ְּמיָה ט,[ו] ִמ ְּשפָט
,כג) ַדיְּיקָ א

Regarding this it says, “A wise
person should not take pride in
his own wisdom,” unless it is
connected specifically with
“kindness, justice, and charity
on this earth,”

עַ ל י ְֵּדי זֶה מַ ְּמ ִשיכִ ים ְּב ִחינַת חָ כְּ מָ ה־
.42עִ ילָאָ ה

Since, through these actions,
Hashem’s
Chochma-Wisdom
Above is drawn down into our
wisdom and speech below.

So far, the Tzemach Tzedek explained the need for the action of mitzvos
in the context of how mitzvos accomplish the bringing down of the Light
of Chochma-Wisdom into Speech/Malchus and into our world and
understanding.
Now, the Tzemach Tzedek will give a slightly different explanation, based
on the idea that mitzvos connect us to Hashem in an “encompassing
manner,” which enables us to receive the Torah, which is an “internalized”
revelation:

."מַּ ת נה
.). א, ְּראֵ ה יב. א, (וָאֶ ְּתחַ ַנן ו41

.) ג, וְעַּ יֵין מַּ ה ֶשנ ְִׁתב ֵאר ְב ִׁדבור הַּ ַּמ ְת חִׁ יל " ִׁכי ִׁת ְשמַּ ע ְבק ֹול" ( ְּלקַ ָמן ָפ ָר ַשת ְּראֵ ה כג42
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ע ֹוד יֵש ְּל בָ אֵ ר ְּכלָלו ת עִ ְּנ ָין ֶזה ְּבא ֹו ֶפן
, ְּבעִ ְּניַן עֵ סֶ ק הַ תו ָֹרה43,אַ חֵ ר ְּק ָצ ת

We can also explain this general
idea regarding Torah study in a
slightly different manner,

 "וְּ כָל חֲ פָצִ ים:) יא,ֶשנֶאֱ מַ ר ִ(מ ְּשלֵי ח
ל ֹא י ְִּשוו ָבה" – וַאֲ פִ ילו חֶ פְּ ֵצי
.44 ָשמָ ִים

as it says (Mishlei 8:11), “All
your pursuits will not have the
same value as it [the study of
Torah],” and our Sages (Moed
Katan 9b) explain this to mean that
“Even the pursuits of mitzvos,
commanded you by Hashem in
Heaven,” are not as valuable as
Torah study.

The Gemara explains this to mean that mitzvos that can be performed by
others are not as valuable as Torah study, and therefore, a person should
instead study Torah. However, mitzvos that a person must perform himself
have precedence over Torah study.

ִיכ ֵנס
ָ וְּ עַ ל ֶד ֶר ְּך זֶה ל ֹא ָרצו הַ ְּמ ַר ְּגלִים ל
 ַרק ִלהְּ י ֹו ת,לָאָ ֶרץ ולְּקַ יֵים הַ ִמצְּ ֹו ת
."'ַב ִמ ְּד ָבר – "ו ִמ ְּדב ֵָר ְּך ָנא ֶוה כו

 ְּכמ ֹו,אַ ְּך ֶבאֱ מֶ ת טָ עו ָב ֶזה טָ עות גָד ֹול
ֶש ִנ ְּת ָבאֵ ר ָשם ְּבעִ ְּניַן "אִ ם אֵ ין י ְִּראָ ה
,45 "אֵ ין חָ כְּ מָ ה

Based on this notion, the Spies
did not want to enter the Land
and fulfill the mitzvos. Rather,
they wanted to remain in the
“בר
ַָּׁ  ִמ ְׁד-Desert of Speech,” as it
says, “ַׁו ִמ ְׁד ָּבר ְׁך-and your speech
ֶה
ַׁ נָּאו-is beautiful.”
But in truth, they made a big
mistake, as will be understood
based on what was explained
regarding the statement of our
Sages, “If there is no fear of
Hashem, then there is no
Wisdom of Torah.” (Pirkei Avos
3:17)

 עַּ ל ִׁפי מַּ ה ֶשנ ְִׁת ב ֵאר ְב ִׁדבור הַּ ַּמ ְתחִׁ יל "וַּ י ְַּד ֵבר" ַּד"עֲ ֶש ֶרת הַּ ִׁד ְבר ֹות" ( ְּלעֵ יל ַב ִמ ְּד ָבר וְּ חַ ג43
.) ֵר יש עַ מוד ד, יז. סוֹף עַ מוד ג, טז. ד וָאֵ י ָל ְּך,הַ ָשבוע ֹות טו
.) ד וָאֵ י ָל ְּך, וְעַּ יֵין שם ְבעִׁ ְניַּן "אִׁ ם אֵ ין ח כְ מ ה אֵ ין י ְִׁר א ה" (טו44
.) יז, (אָ ב ֹות ג45
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ְּ ֶש ִאי אֶ פְּ ָשר ְּכלָל ְּלהַ ְּמ ִש
יך א ֹור
הַ תו ָֹרה ִכי אִ ם ְּבהַ ְּק ִדים ְּת ִח ָלה
.ְּב ִחינַת ִקיום הַ ִמצְּ ֹו ת
."'וְּ זֶהו "אִ ם אֵ ין י ְִּראָ ה כו

Because it is impossible to draw
down the Light of the Torah
without first having the
fulfillment of mitzvos.
This is the meaning of “if there
is no fear of Hashem, then there is
no wisdom of Torah.”

Fear of Hashem is expressed specifically in fulfilling mitzvos. Only after
the fear of Hashem is achieved through mitzvos can one merit the wisdom
of the Torah.

 " קַ ְּד ֵשנו ְּב ִמצְּ וֹתֶ י ָך" – וְּ עַל46 וכְּ מַ אֲ מָ ר
י ְֵּדי זֶה אַ חַ ר כ ְָּך "וְּ תֵ ן חֶ לְּקֵ נו
."ְּב ת ֹו ָר ְּת ָך

As we see that in the Shabbos
prayers we first say “ַׁק ְׁדשנוsanctify us… יך
ַָּׁ ב ִמצְׁ ו ֶת-with
ְׁ
your
mitzvos,” and only afterwards
we request “and grant us our
portion in your Torah.”

In the maamar quoted here, the Tzemach Tzedek explains, as follows:
The phrase “שנו
ֵ ק ְּד-sanctify
ַ
us,” is related to the word “ ִקידו ִשין-betrothal,”
which refers specifically to the stage of marriage when the groom puts the
ring on his bride’s finger. This stage of marriage binds the bride and groom
together to be considered married for both legal and halachic purposes,
and is therefore considered an “encompassing level” of marriage, since it
draws two entities together to become one, encompassing both parties.
However, at that stage they are not allowed to be intimate. The second
stage of marriage is called “נִישו ִאין-completion of marriage.” The mitzvos
correspond to the level of “ ִקידו ִשין,” when we become bound up to
Hashem in an encompassing manner, similar to how the ring goes around
the finger of the bride. Only afterwards can we connect on a level of
“נִ ישו ִאין,” which is accomplished through Torah study, when we take
Hashem’s Wisdom inside of our minds and internalize it, similar to how
the bride is able to receive from the groom internally in the stage of
“נִ ישו ִאין.”
Just as the bride is not able to receive internally from the groom before
establishing the all-encompassing connection through receiving the ring

.) ( ִב ְּת פִ לַת הָ ע ֲִמ ידָ ה ְּב ַש ָבת46
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of “ ִקידו ִשין,” so too a Jew cannot internalize the Wisdom of Torah without
the all-encompassing connection of mitzvos.

ובְּ מַ ַתן־ תו ָֹרה ֶשהָ ָיה הִ ְּתגַלו ת הַ תו ָֹרה
, זֶהו הו ָֹראַ ת ָשעָ ה,ַב ְּת ִח ָלה

Even though at the time of the
Giving of the Torah there was a
revelation of the Wisdom of the
Torah first, before fulfilling the
mitzvos, but this was a
temporary,
one
time,
occurrence.

It is not possible to fulfill mitzvos without receiving the Torah, since the
Torah explains how to fulfill the mitzvos properly. This is why, at the
Giving of the Torah they first heard the Torah and then fulfilled mitzvos.
But, after they already received the Torah and the instructions on how to
fulfill the mitzvos, the first thing is to fulfill those instructions, and then
there is a focus on internalizing the deeper meaning of the Torah’s
Wisdom.

.ֲא בָ ל ְּל דוֹר ֹות ִאי אֶ פְּ ָשר ִלהְּ י ֹות ֵכן

However, for all generations
after the Giving of the Torah, this
cannot take place, where Torah
comes before mitzvos.

.וְּ ַגם י ְִּש ָראֵ ל הֵ בִ ינו ֶזה

Even
the Jewish
people
themselves understood that the
correct order is to do mitzvos first
and then Torah.

 עַּ יֵין,47 'וְּ ָל ֵכן הִ ְּק ִדימו ַנע ֲֶשה ְּלנ ְִּשמָ ע כו
:_.)שם ַּב ֲא ִׁר יכות

This is why they first said
“ה
ַׁ ֶַׁנעֲש-we will do the mitzvos”
before saying “נִשמַָּׁע
ְׁ -we will
understand the Torah.”]

.) א, ( ַש ָבת פח47

37

LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH

Summary of Chapter 2 of the Maamar – The Explanation of the
Tzemach Tzedek
1- Eretz Yisroel is referred to as the “Land of the Seven Nations.”
There are two ideas represented:
A- The Seven Attributes of Tohu. By fulfilling mitzvos we
elevate the physical objects involved in those mitzvos,
together with the “Sparks of Holiness” of Tohu contained in
them. Since these Sparks come from the Seven Attributes of
Tohu, and their elevation is accomplished mostly in the
mitzvos of Eretz Yisroel, Eretz Yisroel is connected to the
number seven.
B- The Seven Heichalos. The “Heichalos” are the external
dimension of the created worlds, where the created beings
exist. The idea of mitzvos is to refine the created beings and
the “Heichalos,” so that they should be able to receive
Hashem’s Light. Each world has seven “Heichalos.” Since
mitzvos are connected to transforming Heichalos, and there
are seven Heichalos, Eretz Yisroel, where there are most of
the mitzvos, is connected to the number seven.
2- Not only is the idea of mitzvos to bring the Light into the lowest
level, the physical world, but also, they bring down the Light from
the highest possible level.
In addition, even the study of Torah itself cannot come down into
our world, or even into Malchus, without the action of the mitzvos.
This idea is explained in Tanya, Igeres HaKodesh, chapter 5:
“In order for the flow of Light of Chochma-Wisdom to come
down into Malchus, Hashem’s Speech, it needs to come through
the Attribute of Kindness. Since it is a great descent for the Light
to come down from Chochma to Malchus, only through Kindness
does it descend. This is because the nature of Kindness is to flow
from a high place to a low place, like water. To awaken Hashem’s
Kindness, one must perform acts of kindness and charity in this
world. This is the only way to awaken Hashem’s Kindness, which
will bring down the Light of Chocham-Wisdom of the Torah into
the him and the world. If he doesn’t perform acts of kindness, then
the wisdom he has is detached from the Light of Chochma of
Atzilus, and his wisdom is lifeless, G-d forbid.”
This concept can also be applied to mitzvos, in general, that only
through mitzvah performance will the Light of Torah study and
prayer come down into Malchus and into the world.
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3- We can explain another aspect of Torah study, where study alone,
without mitzvah performance, is insufficient. In marriage, there
are two stages, Kidushin-encompassing marriage, and Nisuinintimate marriage. The Kidushin stage occurs when the groom
puts a ring on the bride’s finger. Just as the ring encompasses her
finger, the marriage at this stage is encompassing them, but does
not yet allow intimacy. Only after Kidushin can there be Nisuinintimate marriage, where the bride can receive internally from the
groom. Similarly, through mitzvos we create an encompassing
connection with Hashem that binds us to Him at all levels. Only
afterwards can we receive the Wisdom of His Torah internally.
Even though at the Giving of the Torah there was a revelation of
Torah Wisdom before mitzvah performance, that was only a onetime occurrence. However, the correct long-term order is that
mitzvos must come before Torah study. This is why the Jewish
People said, “We will do the mitzvos” before saying, “We will
listen and understand the Torah,” since they knew that for all
future times this is the correct order.
Lessons in the Service of Hashem from the Maamar:
1- When we overcome our own Yetzer Hara, we elevate and refine
not only ourselves, but the entire world, and all spiritual worlds,
making them more receptive to Hashem’s Light. And, when we
perform a mitzvah, we bring down Hashem’s Light into ourselves
and the entire world and all worlds.
2- Hashem’s Ultimate Desire is to have a dwelling in our physical
life through performing mitzvos. He wants to be more revealed
and connect to us on a deeper level than He is revealed and
accessible in the spiritual worlds and levels.
3- In order for the Light of Torah study and prayer to come into us
and into the world, we need to be involved in acts of charity and
kindness, (in addition to our other obligatory mitzvah
performances).

38

LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH

39

Likutay Torah English translation project:
The original text of the maamarim with  נקודותand punctuation is presented
side by side with a phrase-by-phrase translation and explanation. The
translation of the text is in bold whereas the commentary is in regular font.
The explanations of general concepts that are not directly relevant to
understanding the flow of the maamar are in footnotes.
All of the commentary of the Tzemach Tzedek printed with brackets in the
original Likutay Torah have been moved to the Hebrew footnotes and left
untranslated.
The Goal
The main purpose of this project is to enable the reader to learn the Likutay
Torah in the original. By learning the words, structure, and concepts of the
maamarim, eventually they should be able to learn it by themselves in the
original.
The Ma’amarim of LIKUTEI TORAH and TORAH OR are copyright by
the Kehot Publication Society, a division of Merkos L’inyonei Chinuch
Inc., and are reprinted here with special permission. To purchase the
original visit www.Kehot.com.
I would like to thank: Kehot for permission to use the text of the
maamarim, the administrator of the  לקוטי תורה מנוקדproject for helping
with the  נקודותand punctuation, to see any Maamar from Torah Or/Likutay
Torah with  נקודותgo to his website www.ChassidutBehirah.com, to R’
Baruch Katz for creating and managing the website, and Rabbi Yitzchok
Miller for editing.
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Sponsored by:
Rabbi Roberto and Margie Szerer,
in loving memory of
Gladys Szerer-Sarah Bat Shalom Z''L
Victor Sasson-Victor Chayim Ben Saul Z’’L
Enrique Szerer-Hersh Ben Aryeh Meyer HaCohen Z’’L
Andrea Szerer-Leah Bat Chayim HaCohen Z’’L
***

'לעילוי נשמת הרה"ת ר' חיים שניאור זלמן יהודה ז"ל בן יבלחט"א ר
'אהרן לייב שיחי
***

לזכות כל ילדי החסידים שיתנו חסידישע נחת לכ"ק אדמו"ר
ולהוריהם שיחיו
ולזכות יוסף יצחק בן ביילא איטא ולאה בת חנה דבורה רייזל וכל
, שיזכו ללמוד חסידות וליליך בדרכי החסידות,יוצאי חלציהם שיחיו
ויפוצו מעיינות אור החסידות
Every maamar from the entire Torah Or/Likutei Torah with
nekudos and punctuation is available on:
www.ChassidutBehirah.com
Did you enjoy this maamar? Please consider partnering in this
project making Likutei Torah/Torah Or available to many!

To partner by giving monthly (or one time) go to

www.DonorBox.org/LearnChassidus
To view previous maamarim translations, go to

www.LearnChassidus.com
To place a hakdasha in an upcoming maamar, contact me
lessonsinlikutaytorah@gmail.com
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